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SCHOOLS 


New 
school 
committee 
member 


has ties to 
GVS 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — Monson’s_ School 
Committee has gained a new inter- 
im-member, Jackie Watts, who was 
sworn in Feb. 
10 and is now 
ready to serve 
the students 
and parents of 
Monson Public 
Schools. 

An open- 
ing was creat- 
ed after Andy 
Dubois- White 
resigned from 
the committee. Watts will serve un- 
til the next election and will have to 
be elected to retain the seat. 

Watts said his decision to pur- 
sue the opportunity was based on 
a need to serve Monson Public 
Schools and have some input on 
policy decisions. He said he consid- 
ered running for the committee in 
the past, but was concerned about 
possible conflicts of interest. 

“T thought about running in the 
past,’ said Watts. 

“T was always hesitant because 
my wife (Katherine Watts) is the 
principal of Granite Valley School.” 

AS a committee member, 
Watts said his responsibilities in- 
clude listening to the concerns of 
parents, absorbing data and help- 
ing the school district navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic, among other 
things. 

Watts also said he is looking 
forward to “working with his fel- 
low members and make rational 
decisions about what’s best for the 
students and staff in the school sys- 
tem.” 


; j 





Jackie Watts 


Committee Chair Jeffrey Lord 
said after the opening was an- 
nounced seven residents applied — a 
record level of interest, Lord said. 
Applicants were interviewed by 
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Getting by wi 


Food pantry doing more 
with less for nearly a year 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


WALES — Imagine feeding 
a crowd of about 650 for Thanks- 
giving or Easter. With a skeleton 
crew and on a shoestring budget. 
Then think about what it takes to 
keep a few hundred neighbors fac- 
ing food insecurity properly fed 
from week to week. 

That’s what Jean Smith, di- 
rector of the Wales Community 
Pantry, contends with daily. The 
not-for-profit, which serves res- 
idents of Brimfield, Wales, and 
Holland, was busy enough in pre- 
COVID times. For nearly a year 
since the pandemic began, Smith 
and the food pantry has been hit 
with the double whammy of serv- 
ing waves of new clients with a 
smaller staff. Then there’s the 
issue of navigating protocols to 
keep everyone from food suppliers 
and other donors to clients, volun- 
teers — and Smith herself — safe 
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th a little help from their friends 
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ales Community Pantry 





gles to keep those shelves filled because of increased demand. 


from coronavirus. 

“We have grown since the 
pandemic,’ Smith said about the 
organization’s mission. 

“COVID-19 has created a lot 
of financial problems for people in 
our area. A lot of people lost their 
jobs and have no idea if they’Il be 
a job to go back to. The loss of un- 


employment has made it very hard 
on people. It’s a strange time for 
all of us.” 

The unemployment rate in 
Hampden County is nearly 9% — 
higher than the state average of 
7.4%, according to the federal Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics. 

Not only that but concern for 
the safety of her staff, including 


those particularly vulnerable to 
the virus because of their age and 
other risk factors, means having to 
rely on fewer volunteers because 
of the limited space they have in 
the basement of the Wales Senior 
Center. 

“We ended up having to go 
down to an intake person, a driv- 
er, a pantry worker, and myself,” 


www.journalregister.turley.com 





Courtesy photos 
Jean Smith (right), director of the Wales Community Pantry, shown last year. The not-for-profit is helping 
hundreds of more people with a smaller staff because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Smith said. 

That’s four people who spend 
their days processing requests for 
food and helping connect those in 
need with other services such as 
SNAP, WIC, and assistance pay- 
ing mortgages and rent. Among 
other behind-the-scenes work, 
pantry staff pick up, transport, 
sort, and store food donations and 
assemble, deliver and carry out or- 
ders for clients who wait outside 
the senior center. 

The food pantry was serving 
regular clients who have depended 
on deliveries even before the pan- 
demic. 

“We have shut-ins who can’t 
get out of their homes for any 
number of reasons,” Smith said. 

“They could be elderly or dis- 
abled — we have a lot of disabled 
veterans — and people with serious 
injuries. Sometimes it’s an indi- 
vidual or a whole family. I don’t 
know if there’s anything else for 
them around here.” 

Recipients are always grate- 
ful, Smith said. There are even 
more people who could use as- 
sistance but are too embarrassed 
or proud to ask for it. Smith said 
anyone who needs the help but is 
reluctant to ask can always follow 
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EDUCATION 
Monson 
high senior 
hoping for 
‘one normal 
month’ 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON -_ During _ the 


COVID-19 pandemic, it’s normal 
for high school students to feel as if 
they’re isolated and missing a lot of 
opportunities to prepare them for life 


——s 


after graduation. 

Students 
such as Mon- 
son High senior 
Rachel  Toep- 
her — continue 
to go forward 
and take the 
necessary steps 
toward a_suc- 
cessful future. 
Unlike — others, 
Toepher said 
they have found a way to make re- 
mote learning work for them. 

“It really is unfortunate that 
we're not having a traditional senior 
year,” Toepher said. 

“T was looking forward to going 
to prom this year because I didn’t go 
last year. I was in a bunch of clubs 
I would go to after school and of 
course all of those are shut down, be- 
cause of COVID.” 

Toepher also said it’s hard to not 
have the same “one-on-one experi- 
ence” while trying to stay motivated. 

“It doesn’t seem as personable 
and as real,” they said. 

“Tt’s hard to get up in the morn- 
ing and sit in front of your computer 
all day, as much as I’ve adjusted to 
it. | know a lot of people have a hard 
time getting work done because they 
just feel like it’s not worth it, since it 
doesn’t feel like actual school.” 

As for preparing for college, 
Toepher said it feels as if they’re just 
doing everything on their own. 

“T had to FASFA on my own,” 
they said, referring to the complicat- 
ed financial aid application process. 

“Tm the oldest in my family, 
so this is the first time (Toepher’s 
parents) dealt with a kid going to 
college. Between college essays, 
scholarships, my parents were go- 





Rachel Toepher 
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HISTORY 


Mystery and Massacre: The Story of John Keep 


Editor’s note: The Keep fam- 
ily were early settlers in Monson. 
Myra Keep Lovell Moulton (1899- 
1988), a descendant of John and 
Sarah Keep, left the Keep home- 
stead, including the house, last 
remodeled in 1863, to the pub- 
lic in her will. She requested the 
homestead to become a museum, 
which it is. In addition to the 16- 
room house, visitors can use the 
extensive trials on the property. 
The museum is closed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but a virtual 
tour is available online. For more 
information, visit the museum’s 
website at keephomesteadmuse- 
um.org or call 413-267-4137. 


By Patrick Duquette 


Preface: Certain accounts of 
this research are troubling, sub- 
jective, conflicting, and tenuous. I 
will commit what I have found to 
the printed page. You may decide 
for yourself wherein historic facts 
lay sleeping. 

Note: Passages in italics are 
taken directly from old manu- 
scripts and not corrected for mod- 
ern spelling or punctuation. 
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Images courtesy of Patrick Duquette 


A drawing of the area by historian Patrick Duquette he believes shows 
where John Keep’s wife, baby and other captives were taken after they 


were abducted by local indigenous 


people. “Others believe they were 


taken to Hadley, but this destination makes more sense,” Duquette said. 


My research started with a 
just few lines that seemed to be no 
more than a footnote: “On March 
26, 1676, a band of settlers were 
ambushed while walking to church 
from Longmeadow to Springfield. 
Two settlers were killed and four 
captured.” 


English refugees 
populate Massachusetts 


With the threat of civil war in 
England, many English escaped 
the unrest to start new lives in the 
Massachusetts colony. In the time 


between 1620 and 1640, 300 ves- 
sels sailed from England to Boston 
and other ports. John Keep was 
purportedly loyal to the Parlia- 
mentarians. An arrest warrant was 
issued against him by the Earl of 
Strafford for his opposition to the 
monarchy and for supporting an 
independent state. 

It made sense for Keep to set 
sail for a new life in the colonies. 

There is no record of John 
Keep on any ship manifest from 
this time period. However, there is 
record of a large group sailing with 
the Winthrop Fleet (The James, 
Dudley, and Belcher familes, and 
Zaccheus Bosworth) from Keep’s 
area of England to Massachusetts. 
John Keep was in Massachusetts 
by 1640, but his name didn’t ap- 
pear on any official documents un- 
til 1660 in Springfield. A by-law in 
Springfield allowed people to re- 
side in the town for 31 days, after 
which the selectmen would vote to 
allow a person to stay, or warned 
them to depart the town. 

From the Springfield Town 
Record: 


Feb. 18 1660; 
“John Keepe desiring enter- 
taynmt in this Towne as an Inhabi- 
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POLICE 


Suspect arrested in Fox 
Street murder case 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — A suspect has 
been arrested after a Feb. 8 homicide 
at a Fox Street home. 

Massachusetts State Police de- 
tectives assigned to the Hampden 
District Attorney’s Office arrest- 
ed Brenda Mayhew, 54, of Palmer, 
who has been charged with murder, 
according to the district attorney’s 


office. 

Mayhew, reportedly a guest of 
a couple who lived in the Fox Street 
home, was taken into custody at 
Baystate Medical Center and trans- 
ported to the Palmer Police Depart- 
ment where she was booked Tuesday 
night. The DA’s office said it expect- 
ed Mayhew to be arraigned Wednes- 
day in Palmer District Court. 


MURDER JI page 9 





MONSON 


Wojcik comes home for 
her next career stop 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


MONSON — Caitlyn Wo- 
jcik was recently introduced as the 
town’s new assistant accountant. 

She will report to town accoun- 
tant Jamie Messer. 

It’s a homecoming of sorts for 
Wojcik, who was introduced to the 
public during a recent select board 
meeting held via Zoom. 

Wojcik said she grew up and 


was educated in Monson and looks 
forward to helping her town. 

“T’m very excited for the op- 
portunity to help my community 
and work with the town in this way,” 
Wojcik said. 

“T think we’ll be a really good 
team together,’ Messer said. 

Wojcik earned her Associate 
of Science in Accounting at Bay 
State College. Before coming home 
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Ladies Auxiliary 
holding best 
snowman contest 


THREE RIVERS — Who’s ready to put their cre- 
ative snow-packing to the test? 

The Three Rivers Fire Fighter’s Association Ladies 
Auxiliary is holding a “Snowman Contest.” Residents of 
Three rivers, Thorndike, Bondsville, and Depot Village 
are invited to enter. Winners will receive a basket of win- 
ter goodies. 

Contest Rules: 

You must be a resident of: Three rivers, Thorndike, 
Bondsville, or Depot Village. 

All entries must be appropriate for public viewing. 

You may use accessories — the more the merrier. 

Only one submission per category. 

At least one of the builders must be included in the 
photo for scale. Families and groups encouraged. 

Entrants grant permission and authority to use said 
photo in reasonable advertising or promotional activities. 


Winners will be judged on: 

Best Traditional Snowman 

Best Snow Creature 

Tallest 

The contest will run until Feb. 28. There will be one 
winner per category. All winners will be contacted and 
the winners posted on the Three Rivers Fire Fighter’s 
Association Ladies Auxiliary website, Facebook, and in 
the Journal. Email photos to: trfdladiesauxiliary @ gmail. 
com. 

Good luck — and have fun! 
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Digital literacy program launched 
to help women land jobs 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


SPRINGFIELD —- Dress _ for 
Success in Western Massachusetts, 
whose mission is to assist women 
with achieving economic indepen- 
dence, is currently offering a pro- 
gram to help those who need it im- 
prove their digital literacy. 

Dress for Success Executive 
Director Margaret Tantillo said 
when the COVID-19 pandemic 
originally began, the non-profit or- 
ganization called participants and 
through discussions learned a digi- 
tal divide exists. 

“A lot of times, people don’t 
have the same access to internet 
equipment and knowledge,’ Tantillo 
said. 

“Because our mission is eco- 
nomic independence and without 
connectivity, they can’t apply for 
jobs.” 

Tantillo said Dress for Success 
tries go get women it assists away 
from working on their smart phones 
because they are not the best way 
to access and participate in Zoom 
calls. 

The program, which started in 
May of last year, has 16 volunteers 
who provide one-on-one coaching 
and 200 hours of digital diversity. 
What Tantillo said she has enjoyed 
about the program is watching 
the way “women thrive when they 
have the connectivity” and are able 
to participate in training, so that 
when the economy opens up again, 
they’re in a better position for gain- 
ful employment. 

She also said the reason why 


it’s important for women to pursue 
this opportunity if needed, is be- 
cause digital literacy is a “lifeline 
for everyone” in various facets of 
lite, but particularly education and 
employment. 

“You being able to access to 
benefits, job interviews and being 
connected digitally is a necessity,” 
Tantillo said. 

She said the internet in some 
ways is the same as running water or 
electricity. Without access to those, 
it’s difficult to succeed and achieve 
economic independence. 

“We’ve been a part of a lot of 
focus groups and a lot of organiza- 
tions that are working on this on a 
larger scale. Right ow, you hear peo- 
ple talking about connectivity like 
it’s a utility,” Tantillo said. 





Courtesy photo 
Visit westernmass.dressforsuccess.org or email dressforsuccesspro- 
grams@gmail.com to sign up for the Dress for Success digital literacy 
program or to get more information. 


Participants in Dress for Suc- 
cess, such as Bridget Haley, have 
similar sentiments on the benefits of 
a digital literacy. 

“T’ve been involved with their 
programs as one of the core folks 
early on, so it’s been great,’ Haley 
said. 

“We've been able to work with 
a variety of women, who are having 
a couple of small ones, trying to 
get them to do remote learning ex- 
plaining different properties around 
Zoom, getting them involved with 
Comcast broadband, so that multi- 
ple users can work at home. 

For more information, visit 
westernmass.dressforsuccess.org or 
email dressforsuccessprograms @ 
gmail.com. 





Pool/fitness room open for 1 


The Ludlow Community Cen- 
ter/Randall Boys & Girls Club, 
located at 91 Claudia’s Way in 
Ludlow is now open for pool and 
fitness room use. Lanes for lap 
swim and fitness room can be re- 
served in one hour intervals for 
only $5 a visit. 

Lap Swim February Schedule 
— Monday, 8-9 a.m. and 9:30-10:30 
a.m. / Wednesday, 6:15-7:15 a.m. 


and 8-9 a.m. and 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
/ Thursday 12:30-1:30 p.m. / Fri- 
day 8-9 a.m. and 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Fitness Room February Schedule 
- Thursday, 8:15-9:15 a.m. and 
9:45-10:45 a.m. / Friday, 8:15-9:15 
a.m. and 9:45-10:45 a.m. / Satur- 
day, 8-9 a.m. 

To reserve your spot visit 
ludlowbgc.org and click on Adult 
Programs or call Matt Thompson 


-hour visits 


at 413-583-2072, Ext. 122. For up- 
dates on the pool and fitness room, 
visit the website and register to re- 
ceive club emails. 

The Club continues to make 
health and safety its No. | priority 
to ensure all visitors who enter the 
building have a clean and safe en- 
vironment to utilize. 
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KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM 


Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry 
Quartz & Granite Countertops 
Complete Installation & Remodeling 


FREE Design, In-Home Measuri 
KITCHEN (enimace "0m Messe 


encounters, Inc. 


Custom Built Commercial Cabinetry 
& Installation 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 





Meet Roya. She is a Hereford mix cow owned by 
Michelle LaRoche of Thorndike. 

“She is 9 years old and enjoying her best life,” 
LaRoche says. “She is the kindest most gentle lady.” 
We feature your pets here and on our Facebook page 
every week. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, 
lizard, horse, bird, mouse...you get the point. Is there a 
pet you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a 
little information to mharrison@turley.com. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 
413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 


Corrections 


The Journal Register 
will gladly correct factu- 
al errors that appear in this 
paper. Corrections or clari- 
fications will always appear 
on Page 2 or 3. To request a 
correction, send information 
to Editor at mharrison@tur- 
ley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections 
may also be requested in 
writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069. 


Support 
the local 
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that support 
your local 
newspaper. 
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you saw their 
ad in the 
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WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty, students and 
learn all about WMA programs and community. 


ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES 
TUESDAY: FEBRUARY 23 +6 PM EST 


Middle School 
WEDNESDAY: FEBRUARY 24-6 PM EST 


ACADEMICS & S70DENT LE 
THURSDAY: FEBRUARY 25 +6 PM EST 
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The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





COVID-19 vaccine 
hotline available 


Following a call by Mass. lawmakers to create 
a user-friendly phone hotline residents can call to 
make COVID-19 vaccination appointments and ac- 
cess information, the 2-1-1 number in now on-line. 

“Last Thursday, I filed emergency legislation 
alongside colleagues Senator Anne M. Gobi and 
Senator Cindy F. Friedman to stand up a multi-lin- 
gual 24/7 hotline and central online portal for vac- 
cine appointment booking and support,” Sen. Eric 
Lesser said. 

“The legislation has since been co-sponsored 
by 62 of my colleagues from both parties,’ and then 
signed into law by Gov. Charlie Baker. 

“T am glad to announce that individuals 75- 
plus who are unable or have difficulties accessing 
the internet to schedule a vaccine appointment may 
now access the Massachusetts Vaccine Scheduling 
Resource line by calling 2-1-1 and following the as- 
sociated prompts,’ Gobi said. 

“The resource line will operate Monday-Friday 
from 8:30 A.M- 5 P.M and will be available in En- 
glish and Spanish, with translators available to sup- 
port residents in approximately 100 different lan- 
guages. These representatives have the same access 
to appointments as on the public website, and if no 
appointments are available callers will be placed on 
a call back list for the mass vaccination sites. The 
caller will receive a call back when an appointment 
becomes available for them at a mass vaccination 
site, and the list will be called on a first-come, first- 
served basis.” 

Due to high demand for appointments and lim- 
ited vaccine supply, it may take several weeks to se- 
cure an available appointment. 

“T know this is just a step towards creating a 
more efficient and manageable vaccine system here 
in the Commonwealth, and I will continue to advo- 
cate for changes that increase access to our commu- 
nities in central and western Massachusetts,’ Gobi 
said. 
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town officials in a joint session of the Monson Select 
Board and School Committee. 

“What stood out with Jackie is the fact that he 
kept saying he’s numbers-based, he goes with the 
facts, listen to what people are saying and he pulls 
that all together to make a decision and that’s re- 
ally what the school committee has been doing all 
through this COVID crisis,’ Lord said. 

“Even before the pandemic, we try to be a de- 
liberative body. We don’t always all agree, but we 
usually have really good conversations and at the 
end of it, we tend to all come together as a group to 
come up with a good decision.” 

MPS Superintendent Cheryl Clarke, said she 
s happy over Watts joining the school committee 
in part because he “brings a school facilities back- 
ground with him and has had children attend all 
three schools.” 

Watts, Clarke said, has been an involved mem- 
ber of the education community. 

“He was a part of my parent focus group when 
we were initially thinking about changing the grade 
configurations at each of the buildings and volun- 
teered many hours of time to work with this group to 
create a parent survey and present to both the school 
committee and the town,’ Clarke said. 

“He also has served on a strategic planning 
group. I enjoyed working with him in the past and I 
look forward to working with him as we continue to 
navigate the challenges of this school year.” 

Watts, Lord and fellow committee member 
Emily Graves-Harrison all will be up for reelection 
during the annual town meeting, scheduled for May 
10, 2021. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25™ AT 11:00 A.M. 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


e HOLLAND e 
WATERFRONT PROPERTY 
6 eA 3 De ee 

ZN 


CONTEMPORARY STYLE HOME 


“LOCATED ON HAMILTON RESERVOIR” 
33 Lee Avenue HOLLAND, MA 


To be Sold on the Premises 


Features: 
e 1 %4 Story Contemporary Style Home ¢ +10,875 S/F of Land ¢ 
¢ Total of (6) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2) Baths ¢ 
e + 1,380 S/F of Gross Living Area Above Grade ¢ Slab Foundation ¢ Vinyl Siding ¢ 
e Propane Radiant Heat e Patio/Open Porch ¢ Private Well & Septic ¢ 
e Assessor’s Map: R28, Block: C, Lot 08 ¢ Zoned: R ¢ 
* Boat Dock * 


Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney Keith K. Fuller 

of the firm of Keith K. Fuller 

5300 Bigelow Commons, Enfield, CT 
ttorney for Mortgagee 
Terms of Sale: : $10,000.% Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 
Deposit to be Increased 10% of the Purchase Price within Bal Business Days of the Auction 
uyer’s Premium Applie 
Other fiers to be Announced at Time of Sale. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THIS AUCTION: 

WE ARE DOING OUR BEST TO ENSURE OUR STAFF AND CUSTOMERS ARE SAFE AS POSSIBLE, SO WE MAY TAKE NECESSARY 

TY PROTOCOLS. ie Sth AS au REMAINS A POTENTIAL RISK IN 
ANY PERMITTED ee GATHERING: ALL AUCTION a ATTENDED ES SHOULD N MINDFUL TO OBSERVE SOC 
DISTANCING AND ALL OTHER CDC AND GOVERNMENT HEALTH CAUTIONS. We ry NNOT 
VIOLATIONS BY ANY P ERSONS, OR RISK OF CONTRACTION IN ANY EVENT. PLEAS E 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU ARE EXPERIENCING ANY SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS OR HAVE 
Se aREOnEat TO SOMEONE WHO HAS, OR HAVE TRAVELED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE LAST MONTH. 


West Springfield, MA e Philadelphia, PA 
413-733-5238 ¢ 610-853-6655 


Aaron Posnik 
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS 


TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451) 
MA Auc. Lic. #161 e PA Auc. Lic. #AYOO0241L 





www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info @ posnik.com 
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Hitchcock Academy “marches” forward with programming 


BRIMFIELD — _ §Hitch- 
cock Academy has a message 
for residents: Don’t let the cold 
weather dampen your enthusi- 
asm for getting out and trying 
new things. 

Hitchcock Academy in 
Brimfield has plenty on its up- 
coming roster of classes to get 
your juices flowing in March. 
With both in-house and online 
offerings, hitchcockacademy. 
org is sure to have an activity to 
pique your interest. 

Looking to connect with 
your inner self? Hitchcock has 
classes in mindfulness medita- 
tion, Pilates, and yoga to help 
you throw off your winter fog. 
Beginning March 2 and continu- 
ing over the next four weeks, in- 
structor Annette Farrington will 
be your online guide to forming 
mindfulness meditation practic- 
es that will help you deal with 
and manage your stress level. 

On March 15, a new session 
of online yoga begins with the 
ever-popular Sharon Palmer. As 
a certified Kripalu yoga teacher 
Palmer can help anyone, from 
fledgling to veteran, to progress 
in the discipline of Hatha Yoga. 
The one and-a-quarter-hour ses- 
sions are sure to relax, rejuve- 
nate and reinvigorate your body 
and your psyche. 

Pilates, with seasoned in- 
structor Karen Larsen, gives you 
eight sessions of a world-recog- 
nized exercise system geared to 


improve flexibility, posture, bal- 
ance, and strength. Most impor- 
tantly, Pilates targets and builds 
core muscles, which are essen- 
tial to lifelong health. This is an 
in-person class. 

“Pilates had been a favorite 
class pre-pandemic, so we are 
really happy we are able to offer 
that again,’ Executive Director 
Cindy Skowyra said. 

“And fencing is slated to 
return in late April. As always, 
we continue to look for new pro- 
gram offerings or small events 
to support the communities we 
serve.’ Skowyra encourages 
people to reach out with ideas 
and suggestions. 


Fun and essential skills 

Get the training you need 
to respond to an emergency by 
taking advantage of the March 
4 classes in CPR and First Aid. 
Take either session or take both 
and receive your ESCI certifi- 
cation at the end of the evening 
from instructor Nora Holland. 
This is valuable training to last 
a lifetime. 

On March 28 everyone’s fa- 
vorite, Sue Gaulin of Let’s Cake 
Decorate, 1s back with a class 
that anticipates the Easter hol- 
iday. The class has all the sup- 
plies you’ll need to craft your 
own delicious Bunny Stump 
Cake to take home and enjoy. 

If the furry friend you got 
over the holidays is ready for 


some behavioral skills there’s a 
new Buddies Dog Training be- 
ginning on March 17. This class, 
run by veteran trainer Laurie 
Merritt, focuses on _ positive 
training techniques, which will 
provide a lasting foundation for 
a lifelong partnership between 
you and your pet. A new session 
of Introduction to K9 Nosework 
training begins on March 6. 

On March 1, Sensei Israel 
Lopez begins a new session of 
martial arts with “COVID pric- 
ing.” Of just $35 / month for 
two classes a week. These class- 
es focus on the practice of judo, 
also called “the gentle way.” 
This eastern regimen builds dis- 
cipline, confidence, and fitness 
while honing a_practitioner’s 
skill of self-defense. Because of 
COVID, students practice with 
a “dummy” that is cleaned and 
sanitized after each class. 

For those that want to make 
a little music, piano classes are 
offered both in-person and on- 
line and violin continues online. 

Because many of these 
classes are offered online you no 
longer have the excuse of weath- 
er to prevent your exploration 
of new activities. Do yourself a 
favor and visit hitchcockacade- 
my.org to look over its listing of 
classes and events. 

It may be just what you 
need to bring you out of the win- 
ter doldrums. 





Courtesy photo 
Learn Hatha Yoga at Hitchcock Academy in Brimfield beginning 
March 15. 





More dynamic leadership needed at Soldiers Home 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE — Insufficient leader- 
ship enabled the COVID-19 outbreak at 
the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke to claim 
the lives of at least 76 veterans last year. 
It has become clear that more will be ex- 
pected out of the facility’s next perma- 
nent superintendent. 

On Feb. 9, the Special Joint Over- 
sight Committee on the Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke COVID-19 Outbreak con- 
vened for the second time in 2021. A 
panel of state representatives and sen- 
ators heard testimony from numerous 
individuals, including multiple members 
of the facility’s board of trustees. 

“Going forward, the appropriate 
thing to do is have someone who is quali- 
fied in that superintendent position,” said 
trustee Isaac Mass. “They should have 
capability, even having a background or 
knowledge in a medical environment.” 

When the outbreak escalated in 
March 2020, former Soldiers’ Home 
Superintend Walsh failed to make crit- 
ical inquiries or request assistance in a 
timely manner before acting inside of the 
facility, where at least 80 staff members 
and an additional 84 veterans contracted 
COVID-19 in 2020. 
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Despite his decorated military ca- 
reer, Walsh was inexperienced in op- 
erating a 24/7 care facility. Prior to the 
pandemic, Marylou Sudders, the state’s 
Secretary of Health and Human Ser- 
vices, had several reservations concern- 
ing Walsh’s capability and encouraged 
him to enroll in the career program at 
Suffolk University. 

“My concern about the superinten- 
dent was that since he had a distinguished 
military background but had not worked 
in 24/7 congregate care, long-term care 
background, there was a strong belief to 
[employ] a deputy who had that kind of 
background to balance the skillset the 
superintendent had,” Sudders said. 

It wasn’t until Dec. 20, 2020, long 
after Walsh’s firing, that the Executive 
Office of Health and Human Services 
announced Glen Hevy as Deputy. Hevy 
was previously the senior operations of- 
ficial for patient care services at the 400- 
bed Bedford VA Medical Center. 

Trustee Mass reiterated that a “lack 
of leadership” led to last year’s outbreak 
and voiced confidence in the interim su- 
perintendent, Michael Lazo. 

[Lazo] is acutely aware of the is- 
sues of the Soldiers Home and the re- 
sources that are available to him,’ Mass 
said. “While long-term our, or at least 
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e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


Let TFL's method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@toptloorlearning.org 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 
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We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 
This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
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my, hope is to have someone who is 
[medically] qualified, in the short term, 
I think that we are covered in the lead- 
ership and staffing at the home if there’s 
additional crises that comes up.” 

Trustee Kevin Jourdain, the Sol- 
diers’ Home’s former Chairman, is pro- 
moting the creation of a crisis hotline 
that would connect veterans, staff and 
family members with an outside agency. 

Jourdain regrets that the board 
was unable to assist in a greater capac- 
ity during the outbreak at the Soldiers’ 
Home. He believes that the body is treat- 
ed by state officials as an advisory board, 
when, in fact, statutes give it much great- 
er authority. 

“Tf you don’t know the nature of the 
work, you just take at face value what 
you’re told by people in charge,” said 
Jourdain. “I'll say it again on the record. 
They act like we don’t matter because 
they’re literally saying, one, ‘We’re go- 
ing to [act] irrespective of the board, ba- 
sically.’” 

Jourdain is frustrated regarding the 
slow process of bringing a new facili- 
ty to Holyoke. He feels as though state 
has ignored the trustees as it goes about 
pushing a capital plan for a $300 million 
home. 

The current plan is for a 192-bed fa- 
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cility with a caveat for an additional floor 
that would create space for an additional 
37 beds. Mass said that the state’s pro- 
posal has been poorly received by some 
parties. 

“That is certainly far lower than 
what the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home Coa- 
lition is advocating for 280 beds,” said 
Mass. “There are some additional com- 
plications in that the nature of healthcare 
is changing for veterans coming back. 
There are more instances related to TBI 
issues and behavior health issues. The 
plan that was presented to us does not 
contemplate beds for those services.” 

State Senator John Velis of the Sec- 
ond Hampden and Hampshire District 
agreed that more services must be pro- 
vided. He found it unfortunate that lives 
were lost before the need for improve- 
ments was widely accepted. 

“These are the kinds of things that, 
unfortunately, we don’t talk about until a 
tragedy strikes. We have a lot of families 
of veterans who don’t have their loved 
ones anymore,” said Velis. “It’s very 
easy for us to be Monday morning quar- 
terbacks, but there are certain things you 
look at; there could have been a more ex- 
pedient resolution.” 
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Combatting 
cabin fever 
inside and out 


Winters in New England can seem very long 
in the best of years, but this past fall and now as 
we are deep into winter this February, it may seem 
even longer than normal as COVID-19 remains 
with us after almost a year. 

Punxsutawney Phil, the ever-popular, Penn- 
sylvania groundhog removed from his burrow 
each year to prognosticate about how many more 
weeks of winter we’ll see before spring makes its 
anxiously-awaited appearance, made his annual 
visit above ground on Feb. 2. Unfortunately, he 
saw his shadow and determined there will be six 
weeks more of winter. 

Luckily, Massachusetts “famous” ground- 
hog, Ms. G, the official state groundhog of our 
state also made her annual appearance on Feb. 2. 
She did not see her shadow and so predicted an 
early spring. How early we don’t yet know. She 
lives at the Massachusetts Audubon education 
center, Drumlin Farm, in Lincoln. 

It remains to be seen if either forecast 1s ac- 
curate. In the Holyoke area, at least, skunks are 
already on the move again, a sure sign spring is 
headed our way. Of course the Paper City is usu- 
ally a little warmer than many other Western Mass 
locations, so who knows? 

Whether Phil’s or Mrs. G’s forecasting be- 
havior proves to be accurate or not, we are all 
getting at least a touch of cabin fever, and there’s 
certainly stronger feelings of restlessness and 
boredom running through us all and our friends 
and family. 

So what to do? Considering our very recent 
snow, one can choose to educate oneself and go 
hiking, but if you’re new to the activity make sure 
you learn about the right clothing to wear based on 
temperatures and planned activities. 

If you haven’t investigated them before 
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing are possi- 
ble now that we have plenty of the white stuff. 

And if you’ve never tried ice fishing and 
you’re willing to take a ride, you can head to Rus- 
sell, where the Woronoco Heights Outdoor Adven- 
tures’ ice fishing staff, with Craig Mannix, will be 
on hand to help you. He has more than 30 years of 
ice fishing experience, Mannix and will be avail- 
able to show even the most novice fisherman how 
to catch the big ones under the ice. For those folks 
without the proper ice fishing equipment, plenty 
of “pop-ups” and other tools necessary available 
for use out on the frozen lake. 

While at Woronoco Heights on Feb. 20, it’s 
also possible to try blacksmithing under a Forged 
in Fire contestant as well as snowshoeing and/or 
mountain biking, although COVID-19 safety re- 
strictions require all to bring their own bike hel- 
mets. There will also be orienteering, escape chal- 
lenges and scavenger hunt bingo as well as other 
activities. If Mother Nature cooperates with the 
weather there may be trips out to the Top O’ The 
Hill Maple “sugar shack” where visitors are re- 
warded for their efforts with the Top O’ The Hills’ 
hospitality and samples of their sweet, freshly 
boiled, maple syrup. 

The events go on from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
it’s $10 a piece for everyone regardless of age. 

But if the cold weather, snow and ice isn’t 
your or your family’s thing, there are plenty of in- 
door activities on Zoom or other video conferenc- 
ing applications. 

Area groups and libraries have worked hard 
to keep us all entertained — and with the ubiqui- 
ty of Zoom, it’s possible to enjoy programs you 
might not have considered participating in from 
the comfort of your own living room. 

Dreaming of gardening in the spring? The 
East Quabbin Land Trust, will host a book discus- 
sion on Feb. 25, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., on “Nature’s 
Best Hope: A New Approach to Conversation 
That Starts in Your Yard,” by Douglas Tallamy, a 
professor of entomology at the University of Del- 
aware. He is also the author of “Bringing Nature 
Home.” He will discuss how homeowners can 
turn their yards into conservation corridors that 
provide wildlife habitats. 

It’s free and people should email Jess 
Cusworth at the trust at Jcusworth@eqlt.org if 
they are interested and she will send you the Zoom 
link. 

The trust, the Trustees of the Reservation and 
Massachusetts Audubon all have outdoor and in- 
door activities, and libraries across the state have 
all kinds of online programs to enjoy, so take a 
walk through the World Wide Web and see what 
you can find to distract yourself until spring. 
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ing off with what they had done when they went 
to college. Of course, that was many years ago and 
everything’s a little bit different now, so it’s been 
really difficult.” 

Toepher also said they reached out to previous 
seniors they were friends with for advice. 

Toepher has applied to over 12 colleges, in- 
cluding New Haven University and Rutgers Uni- 
versity. 

“T’ve been accepted to seven of them. That’s 
been really good,” Topher said. 

“Tt is a little bit confusing because they all tell 
you to either go to their website or look at their 
papers to figure out what to do next.” 

Going forward, Toepher plans to decide 
whether they want to study either pre-law or po- 
litical science. In the meantime, they are looking 
forward to what possibly could be a normal grad- 
uation ceremony if the pandemic subsides by then. 

“Tm technically looking forward to getting 
vaccinated,’ said Toepher. 

“T think that is the one thing that I am looking 
forward to doing and hopefully by that time ’m 
vaccinated, I can go back to school and have at 
least one normal month of my senior year.” 
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The Garden Lady tackles 
milk jug seed sowing, part 1 


Barbara, who gardens in Wilbra- 
ham, wrote to me recently, compliment- 
ing the column (thank you!) and asking 
if I had any opinion of “winter sowing” 
seeds in re-used gallon jugs. 
This technique is all the rage 
right now on social media and 
in gardening blogs, and while 
I had read about it many years 
ago and again recently, I have 
never tried it myself. Perhaps 
some research into the topic 
would prove beneficial for me 
as well as my readers! : 

The basic premise of win- wid 
ter sowing 1s to plant your seeds 
in mini-greenhouses (the gallon 
jugs), place the jugs outside and 
simply let nature take over. The advan- 
tage being that no heat mats or lights are 
needed. No window sills full of seed- 
lings, either. While I don’t think it is as 
simple as it sounds, I do think trying it 
would be a fun experiment. Read on this 
week and next to consider some of the 
pros and possible cons of this seed start- 
ing technique. 

Years ago I read a blog where a mas- 
ter gardener was encouraging folks to 
start native perennials in milk jugs out- 
side; he called it “winter sowing.” The 
seeds of many of these plants require a 
period of cold and moist stratification to 
break seed dormancy. In simple terms, 
they need to go through winter in order 
to sprout. Think of it as nature’s safety 
mechanism; seeds germinate at the right 
time to survive and thrive! You may ask, 
then, why not just sow the seeds outdoors 
in the garden? In theory it sounds good, 
but in reality “the wild” is not the best 
seed bed. From hungry birds and ro- 
dents, to wind and drenching rains, suc- 
cess 1s hit or miss. Safely inside the milk 
jug, but at the same time outside in the 
elements to freeze and thaw, freeze and 
thaw, tricky seeds are coaxed into germi- 
nating. Success at your fingertips! 

My method of combating tricky 
germinators has always been the refrig- 
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erator. By putting seeds in moist soil in a 
small plastic bag and chilling them for a 
month or so at 40 degrees, I am usually 
successful at providing an abbreviated 
“winter,” satisfying germina- 
tion requirements that break 
dormancy. Recently, I watched 
a video from a wildflower spe- 
cialist in Canada, who abbre- 
viated “winter” a bit further. 
She simply places seeds in the 
fridge for 24 hours, then the 
freezer for 24 hours. Five times 
- back and forth and she swears 
“" | dormancy is broken. 

After the period of strati- 
fication has passed, seeds are 
handled as normal, sown on 
the surface of a moist soilless mix with 
the provision of bottom heat and supple- 
mental light. But what if I didn’t have 
the props, or even enough window sills 
to limp along seedlings inside? Here is 
where I think sowing in milk jugs could 
be of benefit, and it goes beyond “win- 
ter” or even seeds that need specialized 
treatments to germinate. 

More recent blogs speak of starting 
everything from cold-hardy annuals to 
heat-loving vegetables inside milk jugs, 
and while I don’t think the method is 
fool-proof, or meant for the lazy garden- 
er, I do think there is good reason to give 
it a try. Gather some supplies: duct tape, 
empty gallon jugs, decent seed starting 
soil, a paint pen and a selection of seeds. 
Perennial herbs and flowers can be sown 
right away and next week the how-to 
portion will explain exactly how to do it. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





RMV launches new safety and educational 
tools for first-time drivers 


QUINCY — The Massachusetts Reg- 
istry of Motor Vehicles is announcing the 
availability of new resources and tools 
that individuals can use as they begin the 
critical process of learning how to drive 
safely and responsibly. 

A new informational online portal 
has been created to provide easy access to 
a variety of educational resources and ma- 
terials that can be used to help guide first- 
time drivers, and parents and guardians 
of junior operators, through the detailed 
step-by-step process of securing a Massa- 
chusetts driving credential. The portal can 
be found at https://www.mass.gov/guides/ 
first-time-driver-start-here. 

The RMYV is also for the first time of- 
fering online practice learner’s permit ex- 
ams, which can be accessed by customers 
through Mass.Gov/RMV or by logging 
into their myRMV account. Custom- 
ers now can also purchase a copy of the 
Massachusetts Class D (Passenger) Driv- 
ers Manual and Commercial Driver’s Li- 
cense Manual online using their myRMV 
accounts, instead of visiting a Service 
Center. Ordered manuals will be mailed 
to customers within seven to 10 days of 
purchase. 

“The RMV continues to look for 
ways in which we can support first-time 
drivers to ensure that the safety and ed- 
ucational tools they need are accessible 
and readily available,’ said Acting Sec- 
retary and CEO of Transportation Jamey 
Tesler. “Learning to drive is a serious and 
thoughtful process, and we are pleased to 
provide a great deal of materials and re- 
sources which will help ensure that new 
drivers are safe, successful and ready for 
the road.” 

“The RMV is pleased to offer these 
new valuable features and tools that can 
be used to help individuals learn how to 
drive safely and responsibly,” said Act- 
ing Registrar of Motor Vehicles Colleen 
Ogilvie. “There are many critical steps in- 


cluded in this sensitive learning process, 
and the new portal and other resources, 
including the new learner’s permit prac- 
tice exams, will help ensure that individ- 
uals have access to key materials to sup- 
port their understanding of the rules of the 
road, become fully prepared to drive and 
keep themselves and others safe.” 

Highlights of the key features of the 
new online portal are as follows: 

1. Steps to getting a driver’s license 
— Information regarding the requirements 
for RMV learner’s permits and road tests, 
and links that can be used to schedule ap- 
pointments. 

2. Parent/guardian information — In- 
formation regarding Driver’s Education 
Programs, the Parent Supervised Driving 
Program which provides a methodical 
approach to teaching requisite driving 
skills, and Junior Operator License (JOL) 
requirements including details on certain 
motor vehicle citation penalties which are 
imposed by the Junior Operator and the 
Safe Operator Law. 

3. Safe driving tips— Links to edu- 
cational YouTube videos that highlight 
MassDOT’s “Scan the Street for Wheels 
and Feet’ campaign which addresses spe- 
cific roadway safety topics such as being 
cognizant of pedestrians and bicyclists, 
mirrors and blind spots, and a “double 
threat” when pedestrians are crossing 
multiple lanes of traffic that are heading 
in the same direction. 

4. Studying for learning’s permits 
and road tests — Links to helpful practice 
exams for learner’s permit exams and the 
option to download the Massachusetts 
Driver’s Manual at no cost or purchase 
a hard copy of the manual which will be 
mailed to the customer, informational vid- 
eos to become familiar with maneuvers 
that are evaluated during road tests, and 
links to specific requirements for appli- 
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Letters to the Editor 


Masks are necessary 


I continue to follow the saga of Mary Hull and the 
Monson Board of Health. Christine Nissenbaum made 
some excellent points as to who should serve on a town 
board that has not only no regard for the safety of the 
town but whose thoughts and ideas are both dangerous 
and archaic. 

I have been a nurse for 38 years and I shudder 
to think of the tests and procedures that I was part of 
when we had no gloves. Masks have been around for 
years (look at a history book of a medical procedure in 
medieval times and they have on masks). And do you 
know why” Because they work! 

When I graduated in 1983, we didn’t have the lux- 
ury of knowing what we were dealing with. Today we 
do. And just a thought for Ms. Hull and any others that 
have a problem with wearing a mask: The next time 
that you are laying on an operating room table, waiting 
to have your chest or abdomen cut open, and you look 
up and see that the six or so doctors and nurses decided 
not to wear masks that day because it was their right to 
choose. Drink that scenario in. 

What will be their next thoughts? A good blood- 
letting? 

I have worked in numerous settings: ER, ICU, 
home care, and for the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts and I would be interested in sitting on the Board 
of Health. I don’t have a degree, but two things that I 
do have that it seems to be missing: Critical thinking 
and the ability to understand the science that is health- 
care. 


Joseph Naughton, LPN 
Monson 





Winter weather 
a major factor in 
crashes 


Dangerous winter storms, bad weather and slop- 
py road conditions are a factor in nearly half a million 
crashes and more than 2,000 road deaths in an average 
winter, according to the AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety. Close to half of all crashes involving bad weath- 
er take place in the winter. AAA encourages drivers to 
be vigilant when hitting the road this winter and to al- 
ways stay prepared by carrying an emergency roadside 
kit in the vehicle. 

AAA recommends the following tips while driving 
in snowy and icy conditions: 

Stay home. If you really don’t have to go out, don’t. 
Even if you can drive well in bad weather, it’s better to 
avoid taking unnecessary risks by venturing out. 

Drive slowly. Always adjust your speed down to 
account for lower traction when driving on snow or ice. 

Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Apply the gas 
slowly to regain traction and avoid skids. Don’t try to 
get moving in a hurry and take time to slow down for a 
stoplight. Remember: it takes longer to slow down on 
icy roads. 

Increase your following distance. Allow five to six 
seconds of following distance between your vehicle and 
any vehicle in front of you. This space allows you time 
to stop safely if the other driver brakes suddenly. 

Know your brakes. Whether you have antilock 
brakes or not, keep the heel of your foot on the floor and 
use the ball of your foot to apply firm, steady pressure 
on the brake pedal. Don’t pump the brakes. 

Don’t stop if you can avoid it. There’s a big dif- 
ference in the amount of inertia it takes to start moving 
from a full stop versus how much it takes to get moving 
while still rolling. If you can slow down enough to keep 
rolling until a traffic light changes, do it. 

Don’t power up hills. Applying extra gas on 
snow-covered roads just starts your wheels spinning. 
Try to get a little inertia going before you reach the hill 
and let that inertia carry you to the top. As you reach the 
crest of the hill, reduce your speed and proceed down- 
hill slowly. 

Don’t stop going up a hill. There’s nothing worse 
than trying to get moving up a hill on an icy road. Get 
some inertia going on a flat roadway before you take 
on the hill. 

“More than 40 percent of motorists do not carry 
an emergency kit in their vehicle,’ said Ms. Maguire. 
“Drivers attempting to brave bad weather should re- 
main cautious and always be prepared by packing an 
emergency roadside kit.” 

AAA recommends always keeping the following 
items in your “emergency kit” for winter driving: 

mobile phone and car charger, first-aid kit, blan- 
kets, drinking water/snacks for everyone in the car in- 
cluding pet, flashlight with extra batteries, rags, paper 
towels or pre-moistened wipes, basic toolkit including 
duct tape and warning devices such as flares or reflec- 
tors, ice scraper/snow brush, jumper cables/jump pack, 
traction aid such as sand, salt or non-clumping cat litter, 
tarp, raincoat and gloves and shovel. 

AAA Northeast is a not-for-profit auto club with 
64 offices in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, New Hampshire and New York, providing 
more than 5.7 million local AAA members with travel, 
insurance, finance and auto-related services. 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Journal Register 


The Journal Register (USPS 
418-940) is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283- 
8393, Fax (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to The Journal 
Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
Mass. 01069. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Jonah Snowden 
Jsnowden@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Call 413.283.8393 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ Journal Register 


WEB 
www.journalregister.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 





FOOD PANTRY | from page 1 


the example of one former client who was laid off. 
Once employed again, he came back to pay it for- 
ward by donating and volunteering. 


More demand, fewer resources 


Before the pandemic, Wales Community Pan- 
try was just able to meet demand. Nearly a year ago, 
Smith realized she had to recalibrate operations. 

“We used up our entire food budget for the year 
by April,” she said. “We have so many people now 
we ve had to cut back and change the way we op- 
erate.” 

As of last Friday, the pantry was serving the 
needs of 343 clients. 

Despite the tricky logistics, the pantry gave 
away 6,640 pounds of food last month, Smith said. 
She could recite that figure without having to look 
it up. Inventory is always on the minds of Smith 
and her staff. And she emphasized the generosity of 
retail partners, from small shops to big box stores, 
other charitable organizations, and individual do- 
nors. 

“T have a nice agreement with Walmart and 
once a month we get a donation from the Walmart 
in Ware,’ She said. 

“The wonderful Stop and Shop in Sturbridge, 
we go every Monday and we get something. We 
never know what it will be, but it’s whatever they 
can give us and we’re grateful for it. The Big Y in 
Palmer gives us fresh fruit and vegetables, the Food 
Bank of Western Mass. is a big help, as is the United 
Way of Pioneer Valley and we get fresh meat from 
Arnold’s in Chicopee.” 

Noting the impact the pandemic has on retail- 
ers, service organizations, and individuals in gen- 
eral, Smith was anxious over forgetting to thank 
anyone who has helped her organization serve its 
clients. Those include the Harding Charitable Trust, 
Wales Boy Scouts, Brimfield Girl Scouts, Tantasqua 
High School, Dollar Tree in Southbridge, and Cum- 
berland Farms. There’s also First Congregational 
Church and Friendship Baptist Church 1n Brimfield, 
St. Christopher Church in Brimfield, and the Hol- 
land Community Center, which holds a weekly food 
drive for the pantry. 

“We even get pet food from Second Chance 
rescue,” Smith said. 


How to help 


At some food pantries — in pre-pandemic times 
— clients can browse shelves the same as they would 
in a retail shop. Wales Community Pantry tailors 
orders to individuals’ needs. Clients are asked to 
disclose if they have specific nutrition concerns and 
needs, such as restrictions due to diabetes or aller- 
gies. Are their children who would like snacks or 
certain cereals in the home? 

It’s not just staples provided, but what a person 
or family needs for complete meals, from condi- 
ments to dessert. 

“Sometimes we get lucky, like one time we 
were able to give away ice cream cones and half 
gallons of ice cream,” Smith said. 

“Tt’s nice to be able to do that when we can.” 

If there are pets to feed, Smith and her staff 
want to know so they can supply the appropriate 
food. 

“We had one client who had a parrot. Another 
with a gerbil. So we set aside what they need,” she 
said. 

While food donations are always welcome 
(please check sell-by dates before donating), Smith 
said the most helpful thing people and organizations 
can do is donate money. That way, the pantry can 
purchase exactly what it needs when it needs it. One 
week they might be low on peanut butter. Another 
week it could be bread or baked beans. 

If anyone wants to donate food, Smith and her 
staff would appreciate it if you call first and ask if 
there’s a particular need. Once, Smith said, the pan- 
try was given a somewhat overly generous supply of 
canned hearts of palm that went mostly unclaimed. 

“We’re grateful for all the donations, don’t get 
me wrong,” Smith said. 

“But there’s not a lot of people looking for 
hearts of palm,” she laughed. 

Also, it helps to schedule an appointment be- 
cause the pantry isn’t always open. 

With Easter just around the corner, the pantry 
is aiming to provide complete Sunday meals and 
is planning to stock up on hams, turkeys, chickens, 
and sides, such as canned fruit and yams. 


To Donate: Make a check to Wales Community 
Pantry, 85 Main Street PO Box 337 Wales, Mass. 
01081. Because it’s a not-for-profit, the pantry of- 
fers receipts for donations of cash or food at $25 
or higher that can be used to claim a tax deduction. 
If you want to mail money but don’t use checks or 
money orders, you can ask your bank to issue a draft 
for any amount. 

For more information, or to make an appoint- 
ment call Smith at 774-200-4380 or 413-245-4472. 
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Governor Baker Signs Economic 
Development Legislation 


$626 million capital bill 
focuses on housing, busi- 
ness competitiveness, and 
community development; 
Most signiticant reforms 

fo zoning in decades 


BOSTON — Gov. Charlie 
Baker, Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, and 
Housing and Economic Develop- 
ment Secretary Mike Kennealy 
joined with legislators, municipal 
leaders, and other stakeholders 
in a virtual ceremonial signing of 
House bill 5250, called “An Act 
Enabling Partnerships for Growth,” 
into law last week. 

Officials said the new law pro- 
vides a five-year roadmap backed 
by more than $626 million in cap- 
ital authorizations and key policy 
provisions to support economic 
growth and improve housing sta- 
bility across Massachusetts. 

“Even before COVID-19, we 
knew how strong our Common- 
wealth was economically but also 
where we were falling short,’ Sen. 
Eric Lesser, the lead negotiator 
for the Senate on the Conference 
Committee, said. 

“We knew that despite this 
being a great state, people could 
not afford to live here, too many of 
our employers couldn’t find skilled 
employees, and too many of our 
residents couldn’t find high-paying 
work.” 

Lesser said aid provided in the 
act will help serve as a bridge to 
the post-COVID economy. 

“The heart of this legislation 
was about closing those gaps, and 
all of those issues went into hy- 
per-drive as aresult of COVID-19,” 
he said. 

“This bill is going to plug 
needed gaps for struggling busi- 
nesses to get them to the other side 
of recovery, help over one million 
student loan borrowers in Massa- 
chusetts with new consumer pro- 
tections, and lay down the markers 
that we need to have a more equita- 
ble and far-reaching recovery into 
the future.” 

Baker said some provisions 
included in the measure were pre- 
viously introduced. 

“This new law provides tools 
needed to respond to both the chal- 
lenges posed by COVID-19 as well 
as those that existed before the vi- 
rus took hold, especially the hous- 
ing crisis,” Baker said. 

“We are pleased to implement 
these policy changes, especially 
the Housing Choice provisions we 


proposed more than three years 
ago to make it easier to increase 
production and zoning reforms in 
communities that want and need it. 
While we continue to make prog- 
ress we still have much work to do 
in the months ahead to help busi- 
nesses recover, get people back to 
work, and restore the Common- 
wealth’s economic vitality.” 

According to Baker’s office 
and other officials, the economic 
development package builds on the 
Commonwealth’s “dynamic _ busi- 
ness ecosystem, which is core to 
the continuing success of the Mas- 
sachusetts economy.” 

The bill funnels money to 
support advanced manufacturing 
and targets new and emerging op- 
portunities to further strengthen 
the economy’s foundation, Bakers 
office said. It also dedicates key 
resources for micro-businesses 
and low-to-moderate income and 
minority entrepreneurs for starting 
or expanding a business, as well as 
grants to community development 
financial institutions and commu- 
nity development corporations 
with a focus on supporting women- 
and minority-owned businesses. 

Addressing the need to grow 
Massachusetts’ stock of housing, 
combat the long-standing housing 
crisis, and bolster neighborhoods 
and communities, this bill provides 
funding for: 


Neighborhood Stabilization 
to return blighted or vacant units 
back to productive use, including 
in communities disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19. 

Transit-Oriented Housing 
Development to produce new, 
high-density, mixed-income hous- 
ing near major transit nodes like 
Commuter Rail stations. 

Climate-Resilient Afford- 
able Housing to build affordable, 
multi-family housing develop- 
ments that are equipped to better 
respond to climate change and re- 
duce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Underutilized Properties to 
help turn empty or underutilized 
locations into active commercial 
space, housing, or green or civic 
space. 

A Rural and Small Town De- 
velopment Fund for community 
and infrastructure development 
needs in small towns and rural 
municipalities, to support projects 
with significant community im- 
pact. 

Regional and Community As- 
sistance for planning initiatives un- 
dertaken by individual municipali- 
ties, joint cities or towns, or entire 
regions, to address shared goals re- 


lated to community development, 
housing production or other issues 
of local and regional concern. 


The new law also ushers in key 
changes necessary for increased 
housing production with targeted 
zoning reforms that better enable 
municipalities to adopt the zoning 
measures needed to meet the state’s 
housing needs. Known as Housing 
Choice, the reforms remove the 
requirement for a two-thirds super- 
majority vote and allow cities and 
towns to adopt zoning best practic- 
es related to housing production by 
a simple majority vote. 

“From the Berkshires to Cape 
Cod, the long-standing housing 
crisis, created by restrictive state 
zoning rules, has been slowing eco- 
nomic growth, driving up housing 
costs for families, and impacting 
the ability of companies to attract 
and retain talent,’ Kennealy said. 

“We are thrilled that Housing 
Choice, the most significant zon- 
ing reform in decades, is now law, 
beginning the process of removing 
discriminatory barriers to hous- 
ing, empowering cities and towns 
to build the housing they want 
and need, and moving us closer to 
our goal of 135,000 new units by 
2025," 

House Speaker Ronald J. 
Mariano said, “This new law is a 
strong first step on our path to eco- 
nomic recovery from this pandem- 
ikon 

With the simple majority 
threshold, municipalities that pur- 
sue rezoning efforts, including 
those enabling new housing near 
transit or in downtowns, would 
gain approval if they achieve more 
than 50 percent of the vote, as op- 
posed to the current supermajority 
of more than two-thirds. Prior to 
this historic change in law, Mas- 
sachusetts was one of only a few 
remaining states to require a super- 
majority to change local zoning. 

Zoning changes that promote 
best practices for housing growth 
that would qualify for the simple 
majority threshold include build- 
ing mixed-use, multi-family, and 
starter homes, and adopting 40R 
or “Smart Growth” zoning in town 
centers and near transit. It allows 
the development of accessory 
dwelling units, or ” in-law” apart- 
ments. 

It also makes it easier to 
transfer development rights and 
enacting natural resource protec- 
tion zoning and reduces parking 
requirements and dimensional re- 
quirements, such as minimum lot 
SIZeS. 
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cants and sponsors. 

5. Time to take your 
permit — Links to the 
learner’s permit applica- 
tion process, detailed in- 
structions for taking the 
exam online, and alterna- 
tive options that are avail- 
able to take the exam. 

For the latest RMV 
updates and information, 
follow the RMV on Twit- 
ter @MassRMV. 

For additional  in- 
formation on RMV ser- 
vice offerings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
please visit www.mass. 
gov/rmv or https://www. 
mass.gov/info-details/ 
rmv-covid-19-informa- 
tion. 
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Tree Worx Unlimited 


*Tree Removals* 
*Crown Reduction* 
*Storm Damage* 
*Dead Wooding* 
*Pristine Cleanup* 
*Fully Insured* 


TreeWorxUnlimited@gmail.com 
TreeWorxUnlimited.com 
Call/Text/Email today for your free estimate 


‘413.262.1190 
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02-02-2021 Board of Selectmen 


Zoom screenshot 


Caitlyn Wojcik (bottom square) was recently hired as an 
assistant accountant for the Town of Monson. 


MONSON 1 from page 1 


to Monson, Wojcik’s previous experience includes her 
work at Steven M. Ellard CPA in Brewster. Prior to 
joining that firm, she worked at the Miniter Group. 

According to the town’s website, the accounting 
department’s mission is “To provide the taxpayers of 
the Town of Monson with the best service possible. To 
ensure that all expenditures made are legal, proper, and 
consistent with the intent of Town Meeting votes. To 
maintain and balance the financial records of the Town. 
To accurately complete all federal, state, and municipal 
financial reports as required by law. Oversees the fi- 
nancial operations of the Assessor’s Office, Collector’s 
Office, and Treasurer’s Office. Works directly with the 
town’s Finance Committee in formulating departmental 
budget requests and Reserve Fund transfers. Assists the 
Town Auditors with financial information required for 
the annual town audit.” 

Other business 

Also at that meeting, the select board approved a 
$1.6 million bond issue and the purchase of two fire 
trucks for $585,000 each. The equipment is expected 
to last a decade. 

Fun fact: 

Monson’s population of approximately 8,811 peo- 
ple ranks the town at No. 192 of the “Fastest Population 
Growing in Massachusetts,’ according to the town’s 
website. Other data: 

Median Home Value: $244,200, No. 284 among 
the top 350 in Massachusetts. 

Median Household Income: $82,427 (No. 184).For 
more information about Monson, go to the town’s web- 
site at monson-ma.gov/. 


































































® La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ _ gates: 


FRESH BONELESS 
USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK BUTTS BEEF TENDERLOIN 
WHOLE. nissan’ Bt FREE $99 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN en USDA INSP 


CHOPS or ROAST cur cree $ Ib FRESH BONELESS 
USDAISP ss AMERICAN LAMB 


MAPLE SMOKED == gig | SHOULDER CHOP 
V2 BONELESS HAM....I' \ $99 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 


ROAST BEEF 
LENTEN-SPECIALS 
GROUND BEEF 
$9771! 


USDA INSP GOLDEN PHOENIX 2 1/2 LB BAG 
lb 


\IMITATION CRAB FLAKES 4 
SALE DATES: 


USDA INSP FROZEN RINGS & TENTACLES 2 LB BAC 
2/18/21 - 2/24/21 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected _inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS. og 
CHICKEN 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ROASTER 
CHICKEN issmssmmenne OD OD 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CARROTS 
SLICED OR DICED......... # 9% 


ATOM mOlui(am@y 90 Avocado St. 


HOURS Springfield 
: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 7 _ 
Thurs. 8-6 nr ears 8-3 413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


Fish Fry Every Friday Evening 
February 19th - April 12th, 5-7pm 


GREAT SEAFOOD 


served Hot & Fresh - Take Out Only 


Fish & Chips ~ Shrimp & Chips 
Call To Reserve or Order In 
413-323-9387 


350 Cold Spring Road 
Belchertown, MA 01007 
facebook: SwiftRiverSportsmansClub 
email: swiftriversportsmansclub@gmail.com 


CALAMARI nt. Se 
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TANTASQUA HIGH 


Counselors finding ways to assist 
seniors with post-graduation plans 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


FISKDALE — The COVID-19 pan- 
demic, which, like in other districts around 
the country, led Tantasqua Re- 
gional High School’s students to 
be placed in cohorts, has brought 
challenges — and opportunity. 
The public health and safety 
crisis has allowed high school 
counselors to find creative solu- 
tions for helping students fulfill 
their responsibilities and plan 
for the future. 

Interim Director of School 
Counseling Audrey Coonan 
said because of the pandemic, 


not many internships have taken pjrector of School 





Tantasqua Regional 
High School Interim learning during the pandemic. 


pointment with them.” 

Even if the student doesn’t make an 
appointment and is in the building, Coonan 
said they will still be notified about their 
meeting. 

Despite the pandemic, 
counselors and administrators 
have found some way to offer 
students continuity. For exam- 
ple, the curriculum has remained 
the same even while Tantasqua 
students participate in a hybrid 
model of attending in-person 
classes every other week. Par- 
ents also had the option of allow- 
ing students to attend in-person 
full-time, or remain in remote 


Coonan said counselors met 


place outside of the school build- Counseling Audrey With every senior to set up a ca- 


ing, which “has been a disadvan- Coonan. 
tage” for the students. 

“In the past, we’ve taken students 
to Holyoke Community College, where 
they’ve had some career (exposure),” 
Coonan said. 

“Unfortunately, we haven’t been able 
to do some of this.” 

Communication issues have also been 
something counselors face. 

“A lot of times we’ll send an invite out 
to a student from their school email they 
don’t see it and they miss their appoint- 
ment and we’d have to do the same process 
again,” said Coonan. 

“We've set up different ways to make 
it very easy for students to make an ap- 
pointment with us.” 

One of the new initiatives includes 
giving the students a QR code to ping a 
counselor. 

“We’ve never had any _ problems 
with that and it’s worked out really well,” 
Coonan said. 

“There’s only a problem when the 
students don’t always follow through with 
an appointment or don’t want to make an 
appointment, even if I want to make an ap- 


reer or college track planning 
in-person or remotely. She also 
said they’ve been assisting underclassmen 
with course choices for the following year. 

“We do online presentations at night,” 
said Coonan. 

“We invite the students and parents to 
join and start plan meetings with students, 
either in-person or remotely.” 

Tantasqua High’s seniors have worked 
well with the counselors, according to 
Coonan, who said they receive as much 
attention as they need, especially during 
the fall, when they would have multiple 
meetings to discuss their college or career 
choice. 

“One good thing about when we do 
remote meetings with students is that we 
can share a screen, so we can tell them and 
show them how to work on a common ap- 
plication or how to apply to a college,” said 
Coonan. 

“Some kids are fine, other kids need 
a lot more help, so we have as many meet- 
ings as we need to make sure that they feel 
comfortable and are able to get their appli- 
cation process started.” 
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is offering our local businesses 


an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate! 


St. Cecilia scholarship 
available 


St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club announc- 
es scholarship applications are now available for 
2021 high school seniors. To be eligible a student 
must be a graduating high school senior and a 
member of St. Cecilia Parish. Selection factors 
include academic achievement, character, lead- 
ership and financial need. Applications can be 
picked up in the guidance offices at Minnechaug 
Regional High School, Ludlow High School, St. 
Cecilia Parish office or download the application 
from the St. Cecilia Church website at: saintce- 
ciliawilbraham.org. 

Two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in 
May and will be granted directly to the students 
to help defray the cost of tuition, books, fees, or 
supplies. The application deadline is April 5. Mail 
to: St. Cecilia Women’s Club, St. Cecilia Parish, 
42 Main St., Wilbraham, MA 01095. If you have 
questions please contact Sue Agnew, 596-9480. 


Nancy Curtis Scholarship 
available 


WARE -— Applications are now available 
for the Nancy Curtis Scholarship in the Ware, 
Palmer, and Belchertown Public Schools Guid- 
ance Department. Deadline for completion of the 
application is April 5, and should be forwarded 
to Mrs. Sandra Piechota, 269 Palmer Rd., Ware, 
MA 01082. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to 
its business coverage polices, but we do have 
some standards folks need to understand. First, 
local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. 
Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses 
that are new, have a major expansion, moving, 
closing, under new management or ownership, 
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have 
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can 
request that coverage through the editor, or for 
our existing advertising clients, through their ad 
representatives. 

For more information on business coverage 
for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@ 
turley.com. 
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e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Rental 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


McNeely Tree Service 
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UMass Amherst 


The following is a list of local stu- 
dents who were named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of Massachusetts Am- 
herst for the fall 2020 semester. 


Bondsville 
Kallie LaCrossed 
Brimfield 
Lydia Maeve Boland 
Mikayla Nicole Colabello 
Abigail Rose Corriveau 
Michael Reese Crosby 
Brenna L Frenetic 
Justin Riley Guillette 
Nicholas Samuel Henderson 
Erika Elizabeth Madden 
Logan Sean McCarthy 
Allison M McGlinchy 
Griffin Moore 
Hunter A Ramsland 
Brian Daniel Riel 
Catherine Teresa Simonds 
Emma So Stanley 
Bryanna Watts 
Monson 
Aenea Noelle Brewer 
Jacob Ryan Carrier 
Aline Pereira Castro 
Rayani Chonmany 
Holly Laurentine Cote 
Haley Jane Fennyery 
Dylan J Gunther 
Timothy James Howard II 
Grayson Matthew Macphail 
Charles William May 
Bradford Douglas Medeiros 
Marley Nissenbaum 
Kylie Amber O’Connor 
Helder S Serrazina 
Samuel Steven Teerlinck 
Tan Michael Thorp 
John Stephen Wilson 
Palmer 
Timothy Bergmark Canning 
Jack Degon Cookish 
Melissa Sara Cron 
Erica Jeanette Fournier 
Matthew David Hebert 
Samantha Sharon Lukaskiewicz 
Makayla Martinson 
Rachel Ilyce Otero 
Thomas R Roberts 
Nathan R Varney 
Cameron Jacob Walch 
Jason Edward Wierzbowski 
Thorndike 
Monika Kolibaba 
Three Rivers 
Alice Erickson 
Kyle James Mastalerz 
Justin Andrew Oliveira 
Wales 
Kyle John Boone 


Dean College 


ise: 


American 
International 


American International College in 
Springfield named the following stu- 
dents to the Dean’s List for the fall 2020 
semester. Dean’s List students are full 
time students who have achieved a 3.3 
to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends the efforts 
and accomplishments of these scholars 
during this unprecedented time: Darrick 
Blackburn, of Palmer; Connor Hicks, 
of Monson; Ashley Lukas, of Palmer; 
Ashley Roberge, of Bondsville; Jessica 
Shiers, of Wales; Michael Tranghese, of 
Monson; and Tamra Zippin, of Monson. 


UNH 


The following students have been 
named to the Dean’s List at the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire for the fall 
2020 semester: Katherine McGlinchy of 
Brimfield, earning High Honors; Joseph 
Carrara of Monson, earning Honors; 
Katie Dold of Monson, earning High- 
est Honors; and Gabrielle Roncarati of 
Monson, earning Highest Honors. 

Students named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of New Hampshire are 
students who have earned recognition 
through their superior scholastic perfor- 
mance during a semester enrolled in a 
full-time course load (12 or more graded 
credits). Highest honors are awarded to 
students who earn a semester grade point 
average of 3.85 or better out of a possible 
4.0. Students with a 3.65 to 3.84 average 
are awarded high honors and students 
whose grade point average is 3.5 through 
3.64 are awarded honors. 


Cedarville University 


Gabrielle Longe of Monson was 
named to the Dean’s List Cedarville 
University recently released the fall 2020 
Dean’s List.This recognition required 
Longe to obtain a 3.75 GPA or higher 
for the semester and carry a minimum 
of 12 credit hours. Located in southwest 
Ohio, Cedarville University is an accred- 
ited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution 
with an enrollment of 4,550 undergrad- 
uate, graduate, and online students in 
more than 150 areas of study. Founded 
in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest 
private universities in Ohio. 

Colton Nothe of Monson recent- 
ly graduated from Bryant University 
in Smithfield, R.I. Colton earned, with 
Honors, a Master of Professional Ac- 
countancy. 


Bridgewater State 


The following area residents were 
named to the dean’s list for the fall se- 
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Dean College announced the fol- 
lowing students that have earned a place 


mester at Bridgewater State University: 
Jim Damon and Joshua Watts of Brim- 
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Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


or building 
e Advertisement - 3 x 6 


ALL FOR ONLY ‘239 


This special section will run in the 
April 1st issue of The Journal Register 
& The Ware River News. 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Journal 
Register 
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Licensed Auto — ; 
; Damage Appraiser d . 
e \nsurance Referral 
Shop io 
e Collision specialists 
e Foreign 3 Domestic 
e Frame & Unibody Straig 
imates 
e Free Estima! 
» MA State Lic# RSI 688 


e Auto Glass 
hiening 


Journeyman Plumber 
Hiring IMMEDIATELY! 


Pay starts at $35/hour, more with 
experience, etc. MUST have CURRENT PBR 
Journeyman plumber license! Regular PLUMBING 
weekday hours, occasional emergency service calls. 
Call or Email your resume/letter of interest to: 
plumbingbyruth@gmail.com, Attn: Rae Meehan, 
Office Manager or call 413-885-9096. 

3 Stadler Street, C-8 (behind ACE), Belchertown MA 


MA 
NDSVILLE: 
STREET, BO 6414 
2.6403 » FAX: 283-6 









Ad deadline: March 17, 2021 

Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 

Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 

April 2021 Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 
A SPECIAL 

SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Optical Shop 


at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center 


Call your advertising representative today 
to reserve your space. 


413-283-8393 
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PAINTS 


Palmer Flower Shop 
and Greenhouses 


WE DELIVER wah ae 
SPRING! : 
Send something 
Beautiful to | 
someone special! \\) 
St. Patrick’s Day is coming! 
WE DELIVER! 
(within 15 mile radius) 
maryniskisflowers.com 
(413) 283-3858 
15353 N. Main St., Palmer 


1504 N. Main Street 
Palmer 


413-283-351 1 


362 Sewall Street 
Ludlow 


413-589-1806 


PAINT STORE 
Life Is Too Short 
To Have 
Boring Hair! 
Come See 
The Artists (Qe; 
At Tangles! 3 ae 


Hair by: Michelle Woloshchuk 


ELAVEN ; 


AUSTRALIA (ex pie 
WALK-INS WELCOME e GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
413-283-5365 


156 WILBRAHAM ST. (RT. 20), PALMER, MA 01069 
www.tangleshairandnail.org 








40 Years and Counting... 


Y Interior/Exterior Paint 


Y Hardwood Flooring 
Large Selection SS . J Tile & Vinyl Flooring 
SQ / Interior/Exterior Stains 
of Frames & Sunglasses 
from Budget to Designer 





Y Wallpaper 

Y Carpeting 

/ Window Treatments 
/...and more 


Everything You Need to 
Complete Your Project 
JohnsPaintStore.com ¢ 413-283-9427 


Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer 


The Most Advanced Lens Designs 













We Provide the Finest Quality at 
Reasonable Prices! 









Tim Murphy 
RDO#1334 


Jim Phillips 
RDO#4261 


Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


SWIMMING 


= sports@turley.com 
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@turleysports 





ri acebook.com/turleysports 





SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 
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Beverly William: 
works hard to get 
~ through the 500. 
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Jordan Bryan makes her way across the pool in the 50 freestyle. 


PALMER — Palmer High School swimming par- 
ticipated in its first virtual swim meet last week. The 
Panthers were defeated by Minnechaug in the event. 
With virtual meets, Palmer swims in its own pool and 
participates in the various events. They then compare 
their times to the teams they are matched up against. 


Kenyce Crump does 
the first leg of the 200 
freestyle. 
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BASKETBALL 


www.sports.turley.com 


Theriault’s late run 
lifts Palmer to first win 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER — Just like she 
often does on the soccer pitch, 
junior forward Madalyn Theriault 
took over the spotlight during the 
fourth quarter in Palmer’s first two 
basketball games of the season 
against rival Ware. 

In the season opener, Theri- 
ault scored 10 of her team-leading 
12 points during the final eight 
minutes of the contest. It helped 
the Lady Panthers pull out an ex- 
citing 45-42 home victory over 
the Lady Indians on Monday 
night, Feb. 8. 

“Madalyn plays with a ton of 
passion and always gives 110%,” 
said Palmer head coach Amanda 
Theriault. “I think the first game 
jitters settled after the first half 
and the light switch went off, and 
her intensity rose. Her shots start- 
ed to drop, which I think relaxed 
her and gave her confidence. She 
had some great steals that led to 
offense and some key defensive 
rebounds.” 

Amanda Theriault, who’s 
Madalyn’s mother and 1s the all- 
time leading scorer for the wom- 
en’s basketball team at Westfield 
State University, has shared the 
coaching duties with Denise Le- 
vasseur at Palmer High School for 
the past two seasons. 

The start of the Lady Pan- 
thers 2020-21 campaign was de- 
layed a couple of months due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Palmer 
Athletic Director Matt Marciniec 
decided to kick things off with an 
old fashion rivalry home game, 
but without any fans sitting in the 
bleachers. 

“Tt was tough playing with- 
out our 6th man, the fans,’ coach 
Theriault said. “The girls miss 
their peers cheering for them, and 
just the whole atmosphere that 
surrounds high school sports.” 

The three Palmer seniors, 
who were thankful to finally be 
playing a basketball game, are 
Miya Mega (9 points), Jillian 
Lombardi (8 points), and Madison 
Cole (8 points). 

“It was very exciting for 
them to finally step on the court 
this season, and even though it 


looked different, the smiles be- 
hind the masks were priceless,’ 
coach Theriault added. “The se- 
niors and the rest of the team are 
very pumped and hope they can 
continue playing more games. We 
know how lucky we are to be able 
to participate.” 

The Lady Indians (3-2) 
played a road game for the first 
time this winter. 

Palmer has held the edge in 
the series with Ware during the 
past couple of years. They defeat- 
ed the Lady Indians for the fifth 
consecutive time on the hardwood 
in their season opener. The out- 
come of the previous four meet- 
ings were decided by ten points 
or less. 

“Always disappointing to 
lose close games,” said Ware head 
coach Dan Orszulak. “My girls 
like to compete so anytime we 
lose it is frustrating.” 

Ware senior guard Aidyn 
Welsh scored 14 of her game-high 
17 points during the first half. 

“They did a good job of mix- 
ing up their defenses including 
some special defenses,’coach 
Orszulak added. “We are very 
lucky to have such a tough kid 
who always keeps us in our most 
difficult games.” 

Welsh finished the road con- 
test less than 50 points away from 
becoming the eleventh Ware bas- 
ketball player to score 1,000 ca- 
reer points. When the magic mo- 
ment does take place, she’ll be the 
fifth Ware player to reach the elite 
milestone since 2016. 

Welsh scored 11 of her teams 
12 points during the first eight 
minutes of last Monday’s contest. 

Palmer sophomore forward 
Jojo McTier also scored six of her 
eight points during the first quar- 
ter. 

“Jojo worked hard in the 
off-season on her game. And it 
has really shown in practice and in 
tonight’s game,’ coach Theriault 
said. “We look forward to watch- 
ing her grow each game.” 

The Lady Panthers held a 
slim 19-17 halftime lead. 

Two minutes into the second 
half, a 3-pointer from the left side 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
MIAA hoping 
for successful 
Fall 2 season 


FRANKLIN — The Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic As- 
sociation COVID-19 Task Force 
representatives presented Fall II 
Season sport modifications and rec- 
ommendations today for the 2020- 
2021 year to the MIAA Board of 
Directors. 

This presentation culminat- 
ed the MIAA governance pro- 
cess which included sport-specific 
sub-committee meetings where 
current Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
and Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary (DESE) 
guidelines were reviewed. Sport 
sub-committees created or updated 
sport specific modifications, pre- 
sented them for approval to the full 
sport committee and then presented, 
for approval, to the MIAA Sports 
Medicine Committee (SMC). The 
MIAA Covid-19 Task force subse- 
quently reviewed and approved the 
modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director Bill 
Gaine stated, “Today’s actions by 
the MIAA’s Board of Directors are 
the culmination of the work of our 
membership committed to estab- 
lishing optimal standards of health 
and safety that will provide the res- 
toration of Fall sports for 1000s of 
MIAA student-athletes.” 

The MIAA Board of Directors 
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Pioneers return to action 





Darren Wawro goes for a shot ahead of a Austin Lagimoniere shoots a layup. 








Jordan Talbot holds the ball before moving it 
around the arc. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
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Nick Beaulieu attempts to shoot before being 
blocked. 


PALMER - After a long layoff, the Pathfinder High School boys basketball team finally 
got a chance to take the court in the winter season. Last Friday night, the Pioneers defeated 
Hampden Charter School of Science 65-41. The Pioneers are scheduled for several games 
through the end of February before the sports season shifts to football. 





AUTO RACING 


Vigeant looks to make his Tri Track mark in 2021 


SEEKONK -— Kurt Vigeant 
will look to make his mark in the 
Tri Track Open Modified Series 
in 2021. The driver of the familiar 
white and orange No. 7 is set to 
compete in all of the races in the 
new season and hopes to continue 
to make gains into the top 10 as 


part of one of the most competitive 
fields in Modified racing. 

Vigeant, who has been in- 
volved in racing since the age of 
12, broke into the sport with AMA 
Motocross and became the Grand 
National Champion. He continued 
into the Pro 4 Modifieds, where he 


went to Victory Lane, then became 
a two-time champion at Thomp- 
son Speedway Motorsports Park 
in their Modified division. All of 
this experience drove his interest 
to move into the Tour-Type Modi- 
fieds, where he runs today, specifi- 
cally with Tri Track. He’s hoping to 


make gains on his previous efforts 
during the 2021 season. 

“When I started in these types 
of Modifieds we ran a few races, 
then totaled the car and it took two 
years to fix it because we didn’t 
have the funds,’ Vigeant said. “I 
enjoy the schedule that Tri Track 


has with the bullring tracks. I don’t 
think anyone is content where they 
are running, until you are on the 
top.” 

Vigeant is no stranger to the 
series, competing at all of the 
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Bay State Games partners with charter schools 


WOBURN -— Bay State 
Games is excited to announce 
new partnerships with the Mas- 
sachusetts Charter School Ath- 
letic Organization (MCSAO) 
and New England Preparato- 
ry School Athletic Conference 
(NEPSAC). Bay State Games has 
a long history with the Massa- 
chusetts Secondary School Ath- 
letic Directors Association, and 
now with this new partnership 
with the MCSAO and NEPSAC, 
BSG is hoping to reach all Mas- 
sachusetts high school students. 
Both the MCSAO and NEPSAC 
organize athletic championships 
for their respective leagues and 
reach thousands of student-ath- 
letes every year. Bay State Games 


hopes this partnership will help 
share athletic and educational op- 
portunities to every high school 
student-athlete in Massachusetts. 
“The MCSAO is very excited 
to partner with an organization 
like the Bay State Games. Work- 
ing together we are hopeful to 
provide more opportunities for 
student-athletes to compete in 
different high-level athletic tour- 
naments and venues,” says Drew 
Betts, Co-Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Charter 
School Athletic Organization. 
“In addition, we are pleased 
that this will be additional ave- 
nues for student athletes within 
the MCSAO to work with the 
Bay State Games to promote 


teamwork and sportsmanship in 
support of the Games mission.” 
Of the new partnership, NEPSAC 
President George ‘Tahan said, 
“We at NEPSAC are thrilled to be 
able to partner with the Bay State 
Games and help afford NEPSAC 
student-athletes with additional 
opportunities to participate in a 
number of sports and event offer- 
ings. NEPSAC’s principle pur- 
pose aligns seamlessly with the 
Bay State Games mission of “pro- 
moting personal development, 
education, physical fitness, team- 
work, and sportsmanship’ and 
we at NEPSAC look forward to 
long and rewarding relationship.” 
Offering opportunities to com- 
pete in Bay State Summer and 


Winter Games events, Future 
Leaders Scholarship Program, 
High School Ambassador Pro- 
gram, and Sportsmanship Pro- 
gram as well as coaching oppor- 
tunities for high school coaches 
is the goal of this partnership. 
“Ensuring that all high school 
student-athletes in Massachusetts 
are aware of and have access to 
all Bay State Games programs is 
an important goal of our organi- 
zation,’ said Executive Director, 
Kevin Cummings. “These collab- 
orations with the NEPSAC and 
MCSAO will help us achieve this 
goal and highlight the outstand- 
ing athletes, coaches, and admin- 
istrators from both organizations. 





Hampshire association 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire Franklin Baseball Um- 
pire Association (HFBUA) is planning to conduct class- 
es for the 2021 baseball season following all recom- 
mended COVID-19 protocols including the possibility 
of on-line instruction. The association covers umpiring 
of scholastic baseball for all of Hampshire and Frank- 
lin county schools registered under MIAA and several 
other baseball leagues in the area. If you are interested 
in umpiring baseball or obtaining further information 
regarding the upcoming classes please contact Roger 
Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the HFBUA via email at 


LUDLOW — Western United Pi- 
oneers FC is excited to offer a soccer 
clinic in Pelham, MA for players in 
the Massachusetts North Region. The 
clinic provides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC coach- 
es. The second sessions available. 

This program is offered to boys and 
girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
and 2014. The four-week program 
includes one practice per week for a 
total of $65 per session. Sessions will 


consist of a max of 15 players per field 
(COVID regulation for the players’ 
safety). 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pel- 
ham Elementary School at 45 Amherst 
Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 


2122, 


quilthunter@ comcast.net. 
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by senior guard Olivia Vadnais (4 
points) gave the Lady Indians a 
24-21 lead. 

Ware also held a 26-23 lead 
with 5:20 left in the third quarter 
following a put-back hoop by se- 
nior forward Lexie Orszulak (6 
points). She suffered a left ankle 
injury early in the fourth quarter 
and didn’t play the rest of the 
game. 

Welsh’s only made field goal 
of the second half was a 3-point- 






er from the top-of-the-key, which 
she banked home tying the score 
at 34-34 with less than four min- 
utes remaining in regulation. 

Then the visiting team took 
the lead for the final time when 
senior forward Audrey LaValley 
made a shot from the left side. It 
was LaValley’s only points of the 
game, but she did have several re- 
bounds. 

A put-back hoop by Theri- 
ault tied the score for the tenth 
time at 36-36 with 2:55 left on 
the scoreboard clock. 


The Library Loft 








Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 









Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam - 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm * Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 






A minute later, Theriault, 
who has verbally committed to 
join the women’s soccer team at 
Fairfield University in a couple 
of years, buried a jumper from 
the left corner. She then convert- 
ed an old fashion three-point play 
increasing the Lady Panthers ad- 
vantage to 41-36 with 1:35 re- 
maining. 

The Lady Indians managed 
to stay within striking distance 
with a put-back basket by se- 
nior center Chelsea Orszulak (9 
points). Another put-back by se- 
nior guard Ame- 
lia Bonnayer (6 
points) closed the 
gap to 42-40 with 
20 seconds left in 
regulation. 

Palmer 
sealed the deal at 
the free throw line 
down the stretch. 
Mega, who’s a 
forward, made 
one foul shot and 
Lombardi, who’s 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
For more information call oe ext. 100 


ial 
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public eeaey 
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EADLINE: FEBRUARY 24 


Published the weeks of 
March 3 - March 19, 2021 
in 12 of our popular 
community newspapers 


Take advantage of this special 
rate of $45.00 pci to reach over 
83,000 homes in 
Western Massachusetts. 


PN od | 404 
A SPECIAL 
SECTION 


WWW.TURLEY.COM 


Buy 2 weeks! § 25 


Dn a we 


a guard, made two shots from the 
charity stripe pushing the lead to 
45-40 with 11.1 seconds left. 

Chelsea Orszulak did score 
an inside hoop before the final 
buzzer sounded, but the Palmer 
players were able to celebrate an- 
other win in the rivalry series. 

Two nights later, Palmer 
made the short bus trip to Ware 
High School and escaped with a 
58-56 victory. 

The Lady Indians, who were 
trailing 54-47, managed to tie 
the score at 56-56 with 20 sec- 
onds remaining in regulation on 
a 3-point shot by Welsh, who 
scored a game-high 24 points in 
the home loss. Theriault, who led 
her team with 21 points, wound 
up scoring the game winning bas- 
ket with ten seconds left. 

The only other double-dig- 
it scorer for either team in the 
second meeting was Cole, who’s 
a guard. She made a total three 
3-pointers leading to her 13 
points. 
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Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 


Get 3rd week 


SEATING oe vararcsvenueejeeusauae 8,300 


The Register 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times........ 9,300 


Chicopee Register 


The Journal Register .......:cceeceeee 4 600 
Ware River N@WS ....ccccssesssesseeeeeeeees 4,100 
Balt GaZOt Gc cccccacsssassisansuasaenieeeees 2,600 
Agawam Advertiser NeWS........:0600e 5,200 
TOWN -ROMINGG vcccccccccevnstisssennnsenavset 8,200 
Quaboag CUITeNt ......cccceeeeeeeeeees 6,000 
Country JOUrNAl.....cccceseeseeeteeteeeees 3,800 
POWOKG SUN sicccscanaiaccasnvstaudesdatateces 6,000 


Total Circulation Over 83,000! 


Call your advertising representative today 
to reserve your space. 


413-283-8393 





Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


The Journal Register 
Your Community Newspaper 





HELP WANTED 


ADVERTISING SALES 


Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 
If so, then join our team! 

Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising 
for our community newspapers. 


www.journalregister.turley.com 
mharrison@turley.com ¢ 413.283.8393 





The right candidate will assume an established 
territory that includes Palmer, Monson, and Ludlow. 


You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. Basic 
computer skills are required. Previous print sales 
experience is preferred but we will train the right 
candidate. Turley Publications, a locally owned 
family business, offers a competitive commission 
structure, 401k, and health plan. 


Turle yD 


Send resume and cover letter to: 


Jamie Joslyn 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 





sass A INC. 





Email: jamie@turley.com 





& @turleysports 


www.turleysports.com 


Turleysports 


B dacebook.com/turleysports 








Aliah Crump 
Palmer High School 


rump went back into 
Ce pool with her team- 

mates in a virtual meet 
against Minnechaug _ last 
week. Crump participated in 
multiple events. 

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, con- 
tact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413- 
283-8393 ext. 258 or send 
an e-mail to gscibelli@tur- 
ley.com. 


Mout ION 


Athlete of the TOcek 


Our Family 
Cares 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — 


Lire Family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


More companies, 
more choices, 
BETTER RATES! 





413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 





Submitted photo 


Kurt Vigeant will be among hopefuls in Tri Track series this year. 
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tracks that Tri Track will visit during 
the 2021 season. Enjoying the bullrings 
makes Tri Track a perfect fit -- as the 
series makes the schedule based off the 
tracks that equal the playing field and 
put the capabilities of the driver into the 
forefront. 

“ve had good success when it 
comes to qualifying for the features,” 
Vigeant said. “I think I’ve only missed 
two since I started running with Tri 
Track. But ’'m lacking those finish- 

s... I need some luck. It’s tough to 
compete, as an underfunded team, on a 
series with a lot of talent. But we are 
fighting, and I couldn’t do it without 
my sponsor and my team.” 

Vigeant carries the colors of Gary 
Rice Equipment and Service on the car, 
and has a variety of crew members that 
are regulars with him at the track. He 
is always looking for additional spon- 
sors to help him get through the season, 
whether big or small. Crew members 
include Rob Anderson, Josh O’Con- 
nell, Joey Pole, Billy Bodreau (crew 
chief), Melissa O’Connell, Dennis 


West, Carroll Vescovi and others, when 
necessary and available. 

“The crew supports me no matter 
what happens,” Vigeant said. “My mom 
and dad -- they are first -- my dad is 
a diehard. His health has been going 
south a bit, so we are just taking it race- 
by-race and remembering every mo- 
ment we have together.” 

His goal in the 2021 season is to 
continue to take it race-by-race, im- 
prove on his finishing positions and aim 
for the top-five in the six series events. 

“T’m hoping that this year we can 
run much better and run in the front,’ 
Vigeant said. “It comes down to how 
much money we can gather as a small 
team. We go to each race, buy four or 
five tires, and do the best we can. We do 
it for the love of the sport.” 

The Tri Track Open Modified Se- 
ries season opens in May at Monad- 
nock Speedway. For more information 
on the series, visit tritrackmodifieds. 
com and follow the series on social 
media. For more information on Souza 
Media, visit kylesouza.com. 





MIAA 1 from page 7 


voted to approve sport-specific modi- 
fications for the Fall If Season. These 
modifications will continue to be re- 
viewed as they relate to current regula- 
tions surrounding COVID-19 and may 
be modified if necessary. Additional 
modifications or the decision to partici- 
pate in MIAA-recognized Fall II sports 
will be determined by local school 
districts and/or their local Boards of 
Health. You may view the Task Force 
presentation HERE. 

MIAA President Jeffrey Granati- 
no said, “We made adjustments in the 
fall and had a success first season. We 
made additional modifications for the 
winter and our student-athletes have 
been actively engaged since December. 
Now we are hopeful that with the guid- 
ance from the Governor’s office and of 
EEA, along with the work of our vari- 


ous committees, that we will be able to 
have a safe and successful Fall I Sea- 
son.” You may view all MIAA sport 
modifications on the MIAA COVID-19 
webpage. 

The following sports have been ap- 
proved by the MIAA for the Fall II Sea- 
son: Cheerleading, Football, Indoor 
Track, and Unified Basketball. The 
following sports were approved for the 
Fall I Season, however, local districts 
may have decided to move them to the 
Fall II Season: Cross Country, Dance, 
Golf, Field Hockey, Soccer, Swim and 
Dive, and Volleyball. 

The timeframe of the MIAA Fall II 
Season is February 22-April 25, 2021. 
There will be no MIAA sponsored 
post-season tournament for the Fall II 
Season. 
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Palmer PD 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to one arrest or summons 
for arrest from Feb. 9-16. Those ar- 
rested will appear at the Palmer 
District Court and are innocent un- 
til proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Feb. 16 


Earl E. Jr. Robinson, 39, of 
226 Rosewell St., Springfield, on 
Church Street in Thorndike, was 
arrested at 1:30 a.m., on a charge 
of operating under the influence of 
liquor. 


Monson PD 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment responded to five arrests or 
summons for arrests from Feb. 7-13. 
Those arrested will appear at the 
Palmer District Court and are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 


Thursday, Feb. 11 


Steven P. Dumont, 60, of 87 Bea- 
con Dr., Palmer was arrested at 7:02 
p.m., on charges of operating under 
the influence of liquor and possess- 
ing an open container of alcohol in 
a motor vehicle. 


A juvenile, 16, was arrested at 
10:41 p.m., on charges of posses- 
sion to distribute a Class D drug; 
disorderly conduct and interfering 
with a police officer. 


A juvenile, 17, was arrested at 
10:41 p.m., on charges of an unli- 
censed operation of a motor vehi- 
cle; junior operator with passenger 
under 18; disorderly conduct; inter- 
fering with police and possession to 
distribute a Class D drug. 


Palmer FD 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to seven calls Feb. 12 
-15, 


On Friday, Feb. 12, at 3:34 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting medical assistance 
on Cedar Hill Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 4:40 
a.m. 

On Saturday, Feb. 13, at 9:22 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting medical assistance 
on Cedar Hill Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 9:47 
a.m. 

On Saturday, Feb. 13, at 2:15 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting medical assistance 
on Cedar Hill Street. The depart- 


ment returned to service at 2:39 
p.m. 
On Saturday, Feb. 13, at 2:39 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting medical assistance 
on Wright Street. The department 
returned to service at 3:21 p.m. 

On Saturday, Feb. 13, at 8:05 
p.m., the department responded to 
an unauthorized burning on Arnold 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 8:20 p.m. 

On Sunday, Feb. 14, at 7:49 
p.m., the department provided sta- 
tion coverage to the Wilbraham Fire 
Department on Boston Road in Wil- 
braham. The department returned to 
service at 8:58 p.m. 

On Monday, Feb. 15, at 7:42 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call that was dispatched and can- 


celled en route on Church Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 7:45 p.m. 


Three Rivers FD 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to two incidents 
Feb. 8-13. 


On Friday, Feb. 12, at 1:30 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting public assistance 
on Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 1:45 p.m. 

On Saturday, Feb. 13, at 7:52 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting a chimney fire on 
Springfield Street. The department 
returned to service at 8:54 p.m. 





Western New England University 
Dean ranks with world’s best 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New 
England University announced that 
Dean of the College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, Dr. John M. Pezzu- 
to, 1s recognized in Stanford Univer- 
sity’s recently released list of Top 2% 
of Scientists in the World. 

The list names an elite group of 
scientists with criteria based on the 
citation impact of their publications. 

“Faculty who take part in univer- 
sity research are actively participating 
in their field and have access to cut- 
ting-edge insight in their subject mat- 
ter,’ said WNE Interim Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Curt Hamakawa. 

“By bringing that insight back 
into the classroom, they bring the ac- 
ademic world to life for our students.” 

In the overall category of career 
impact, Pezzuto is ranked in the top 
4% of the top 2% of scientists, which 
means he falls in the top 0.08% in the 
world. His placement is even more 
impressive in the discipline-specific 
ranking of medicinal and biomolecu- 
lar chemistry, where he is placed No. 
21 among 80,622 researchers in that 
field — the top 0.02% of the top 2%. In 


other words, Dr. Pezzuto is ranked in 
the top 0.0004%. 

“Tt is a great honor for us to have 
such a distinguished scientist among 
our ranks,” said WNE President Rob- 
ert E. Johnson. 

“We are pleased that Dr. Pez- 
zuto joined us and will continue his 
research in addition to his other ad- 
ministrative and academic respon- 
sibilities. As WNE enters its second 
century, research, scholarship, and 
discovery will all assume greater and 
greater prominence. Building this into 
our very fabric is well exemplified by 
the work of Dr. Pezzuto.” 

Pezzuto joined Western New En- 
gland University in 2020 as professor 
and dean. Over the years, he has in- 
vestigated natural products as drugs, 
with special emphasis on cancer ther- 
apy and prevention. He is well-known 
for his pioneering work concerning 
resveratrol, a component of grapes 
and grape products, that has been 
shown to mediate a raft of biological 
responses. His work on investigating 
the effect of grapes on health and lon- 
gevity continues at WNE. 

“Nature provides many clues for 


the treatment and prevention of hu- 
man disease. I have been blessed to 
work with many icons in the field, and 
to continue being active in research 
and discovery at WNE,” Pezzuto said. 

“Tt is heartening that my work 
has been recognized by colleagues 
and become integrated with the con- 
tinuum of science searching for the 
truth. Academia provides the perfect 
environment for scholarship, and this 
is imbued by the spirit of WNE.” 

The article published by Stan- 
ford researchers can be viewed at 
journals.plos.org. 

Having just celebrated its cCen- 
tennial, Western New England Uni- 
versity is a private, independent, co- 
educational institution. Located on an 
attractive 215-acre suburban campus 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, West- 
ern New England serves 3,825 stu- 
dents, including 2,580 full-time un- 
dergraduate students. Undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional programs 
are offered through Colleges of Arts 
and Sciences, Business, Engineering, 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and 
the School of Law. 





AARP analysis shows COVID-19 in 
nursing homes increased 


BOSTON - The latest release of 
AARP’s Nursing Home COVID-19 
Dashboard depicts a worsening crisis 
from coast to coast, including Massa- 
chusetts. In the four-week period end- 
ing Dec. 20, 47.6% of nursing homes 
in the Bay State reported residents 
with confirmed cases of coronavi- 
rus and 84.8% with at least one staff 
member diagnosed. 

In Massachusetts, the rates of 
COVID-19 cases and deaths in nurs- 
ing homes have increased. Since 
January 2020, 3,939 nursing home 
residents have died of COVID, rep- 
resenting 34% of all COVID-related 
deaths in Massachusetts. 

From Nov. 23 to Dec. 20, Mas- 
sachusetts nursing homes had: 
5.7. new COVID-19_ cases _ per 
100 residents, up from 4.9 in 


the previous four-week period 
10 COVID-19 ~~ deaths per 
100 ‘residents, up from .59 
5.4 new staff COVID-19  cas- 


es per 100 residents, up from 4.8 
Shortages of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) have declined 
slightly over the same period, from 
12% of nursing homes without a one- 
week supply in December to 8.2% in 
January. Meanwhile, staffing short- 
ages remain a concern, with 6.5% 
of facilities reporting a shortage in 
the most recent dashboard and little 
change going back to June 2020. 
“Almost a year into the pandem- 
ic, nursing home residents and staff 
remain trapped in a petri dish, nearly 
defenseless against coronavirus,” said 
Mike Festa, AARP Massachusetts 


State Director. “While vaccines will 
not make nursing home residents safe 
overnight, this dashboard underscores 
the urgency of vaccinating residents 
and staff as quickly as possible. Also, 
given that nearly every nursing home 
reported staff infections and resident 
cases, it is alarming that so many 
facilities still do not have adequate 
PPE.” “The continuing coronavirus 
crisis in nursing homes also spotlights 
the life-and-death need for fundamen- 
tal reforms, now. For years, the nurs- 
ing home industry in Massachusetts 
has struggled with poor infection con- 
trol, understaffing and quality care is- 
sues,” he said. 

AARP continues to urge elected 
officials to act immediately, focusing 
this year on: 

Enacting or making permanent 
the components of AARP’s five-point 
plan 

Prioritizing regular and ongoing 
testing and adequate personal protec- 
tive equipment (PPE) for residents 
and staff—as well as inspectors and 
any visitors. 

Improving transparency focused 
on daily, public reporting of cases 
and deaths in facilities; communica- 
tion with families about discharges 
and transfers; and accountability for 
state and federal funding that goes to 
facilities. 

Ensuring access to in-person 
visitation following federal and state 
guidelines for safety, and require con- 
tinued access to virtual visitation for 
all residents. 

Ensuring quality care for resi- 


dents through adequate staffing, over- 
sight, and access to in-person formal 
advocates, called long-term care Om- 
budsmen. 

Rejecting immunity for long- 
term care facilities related to 
COVID-19. 

Establishing minimum nursing 
staffing standards 

Ensuring progress 1s made so 
that in-person visitation can safely 
occur and facilitating virtual visita- 
tion 

Creating a pathway for single oc- 
cupancy rooms in nursing homes 

The AARP COVID-19 Nursing 
Home Dashboard analyzes federally 
reported data in four-week periods 
going back to June 1, 2020. Earlier 
this year, AARP fought for public re- 
porting of nursing home COVID-19 
cases and deaths. Using this data, 
the AARP Public Policy Institute, in 
collaboration with the Scripps Ger- 
ontology Center at Miami Universi- 
ty in Ohio, created the dashboard to 
provide snapshots of the virus’ infil- 
tration into nursing homes and impact 
on nursing home residents and staff, 
with the goal of identifying specific 
areas of concern at the national and 
state levels in a timely manner. 

The full COVID-19 Nursing 
Home Dashboard is available at 
www.aarp.org/nursinghomedash- 
board. For more information on how 
COVID is impacting nursing homes 
and AARP’s advocacy on this issue, 
people may visit www.aarp.org/nurs- 
inghomes. 
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Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 


Laura D. 

Sullivan, 85 

Died: Feb. 12, 2021 
Funeral Mass: 

10 a.m. Feb. 18 

at St. Mary’s Church, 
Ware 


date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 
families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





OBITUA RIE S 





Laura D. Sullivan, 


WARE — Laura Doris (San- 
tos) Sullivan, 85, passed away on 
Friday, Feb. 12, 2021, at Orchard 
Valley at Wilbraham. 

Laura was born in Palmer 
on Sep. 29, 1935, daughter of 
the late Antonio and Albertina 
(Chaves) Santos. She was raised 
and educated in Palmer, and 
was a 1953 Palmer High School 
Graduate. Laura was employed 
for many years as a telephone 
operator for New England Tele- 
phone and also for the Palmer 
Public School System, prior to 
her retirement. 

She was a faithful commu- 
nicant of St. Mary’s Church in 
Ware. Laura was a member of its 
Holy Rosary Society and a mem- 
ber of its former Ladies Guild. 
She along with her late husband 
donated much of their time to St. 
Mary’s Rectory and St. Mary’s 
Carnival. 


Laura is survived 
by her loving daugh- 
ters Lorrie Rowan of 
Palmer, Linde Skow- 
ronek of Belchertown, 
and Liane Gladkowski 
and her husband John 
of Palmer. She also 
leaves behind her be- 
loved = grandchildren 
Neil, Stacy, Matthew, 
Maxwell, Jim and Alex, and 
four great-grandchildren. Lau- 
ra also leaves behind her sisters 
Carol Drown and Patricia Jusko; 
brothers Walter and George; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Sadly, Laura’s beloved hus- 
band of 63 years, James P. Sul- 
livan, passed away on Oct. 12, 
2019. She also was predeceased 
by her brothers Alfred, Tommy, 
Tony, Daniel, and Joseph; sisters 
Irene Lewis, Mary Trybus, Rose 
Dugay, Lena Johnston, and Otil- 





1935 - 2021 


1a Santos. 

A Funeral Mass 
for Laura will be held 
10 am. Thursday, 
Feb. 18, in St. Mary 
Church, 57 South 
Street in Ware. Every- 
one will meet directly 
in the church. Masks 
or face coverings must 
be worn and _ social 


distancing guidelines must be 
followed while in the church. 


Private burial will be held 


in St. Mary Cemetery in Ware. 
There are no calling hours. 


Memorial contributions 


may be made in Laura’s memory 
to Orchard Valley at Wilbraham, 
2387 Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095. For more informa- 
tion and online guest book, visit 
cebulafuneralhome.com. 


HCC, GCC, Elms College presidents 
receive national recognition 


College leaders honored 
for advancing alversity, 
equity, and inclusion 


REGION — The presidents 
of Holyoke Community College, 
Greenfield Community College and 
Elms College have been recognized 
for outstanding leadership in the 
areas of diversity, equity and inclu- 
sion by the Association of Ameri- 
can Colleges and Universities and 
the education technology company 
Cengage. 

HCC president Christina 
Royal, GCC president Yves Salo- 
mon-Fernandez, and Our Lady of 
the Elms president Harry E. Du- 
may were among 13 college pres- 
idents nationwide to receive the 
AAC&U-Cengage Inclusion Schol- 
arship. The scholarship recognizes 
college and university presidents 
whose outstanding leadership to ad- 
vance liberal education has resulted 
in reduced equity gaps, improved 
inclusion and belonging for minori- 
tized students, and reformed hiring 
practices to promote greater diver- 
sity. 

The recipients were announced 
Fri., Jan. 22, at the AAC&U Presi- 
dents’ Trust Symposium, part of the 
AAC&U Virtual Annual Meeting. 
The Presidents’ Trust Symposium 
brings together higher education 
leaders from all institutional types 
to explore the most pressing issues 
facing colleges and universities and 
to share strategies for success. 

“AAC&U is proud to recognize 
and support these exceptional lead- 
ers in their efforts to advance equity 
and quality as hallmarks of a liberal 
education across a diverse range of 
campuses and student populations,” 


said AAC&U president Lynn Pas- 
querella. 

The AAC&U-Cengage Inclu- 
sion Scholarship recognizes higher 
education leaders who support and 
advance quality, equity, and student 
success in undergraduate education. 
This includes improving degree 
completion or transfer for students 
from underrepresented groups; clos- 
ing equity gaps in student success; 
improving diversity in hiring prac- 
tices and creating more equitable 
hiring policies; and increasing the 
sense of belonging, well-being, and 
inclusion among students from his- 
torically underserved populations 
(e.g., racial and ethnic minorities, 
religious minorities, and LGBTQIA 
students). 

“We are so excited to be able 
to support these amazing higher ed 
leaders who are making a real dif- 
ference by reducing inequities and 
increasing access to education,” said 
Fernando Bleichmar, executive vice 
president and general manager for 
U.S. Higher Education at Cengage. 
“At Cengage, we believe learning 
transforms lives, and the work of 
these leaders 1s so critical in giving 
students the opportunity to better 
their lives and in creating an educat- 
ed, informed, and just society.” 

In recognition of their accom- 
plishments, the AAC&U-Cengage 
Inclusion Scholarship — recipients 
will each receive a one-year, compli- 
mentary AAC&U campus member- 
ship and a one-year complimentary 
membership in the AAC&U Pres- 
idents’ Trust, a diverse network 
of chief executive officers who are 
committed to advancing the vision, 
values, and practices that connect 
liberal education with the needs 
of an increasingly diverse student 
body, a global workforce, and thriv- 


ing communities. The Trust pro- 
vides members with access to dedi- 
cated resources and events as well as 
exclusive opportunities to promote 
their thought leadership. 

“Growing up as a first-genera- 
tion, low-income, multi-racial col- 
lege student, I understand some of 
the challenges today’s students face 
and the importance of having an in- 
clusive environment where everyone 
can thrive,” said Royal, who is also 
being honored this week (Thursday, 
Jan. 28) as one of the 2020 Women 
of Impact by BusinessWest mag- 
azine. “These are very important 
issues to me personally and profes- 
sionally, as well as to our college 
community, and I’m honored to re- 
ceive this recognition on behalf of 
HCC.” 

The other recipients of the 2021 
AAC&U-Cengage Inclusion Schol- 
arship are: 


Sandra Boham, President, Sal- 
ish Kootenai College (MT) 

Roslyn Clark Artis, President, 
Benedict College (SC) 

Karrie G. Dixon, President, 
Elizabeth City State University (NC) 

Alicia B. Harvey-Smith, Pres- 
ident, Pittsburgh Technical College 
(PA) 

Walter M. Kimbrough, Presi- 
dent, Dillard University (LA) 

Valerie Roberson, President, 
Roxbury Community College (MA) 

Ron Rochon, President, Unt- 
versity of Southern Indiana (IN) 

Ivy R. Taylor, President, Rust 
College (MS) 

Dwaun J. Warmack, President, 
Claflin University (SC) 

David Yarlott Jr., President, Lit- 
tle Big Horn College (MT) 





MURDER | from page 1 


The case remains under inves- 
tigation by Mass. police, the DA’s 
office, and Palmer P.D. detectives. 

At 8:08 am. Feb. 8, “uni- 
formed members of the Palmer Po- 
lice Department responded to Fox 
Street after receiving a 
9-1-1 call reporting an 
incident that has left two 
people injured and one 
deceased,” the DA’s said 
in a statement it released 
hours after an incident 
at the home in which of 
the residents died. 

“Responding — offi- 
cers had to force entry 
into the residence after 
attempting to gain en- 
trance into the home via 
the front door but were 
obstructed from doing 
so. After gaining entry, 
officers discovered one 
person who was de- 


Hi 
MEMORIALS 


haluchsmemorials.com 


Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


ceased, and were not able to render 
aid due to signs of death. They then 
checked the residence for addition- 
al victims or suspects. During their 
search in and around the residence 
they did encounter two other indi- 
viduals who were transported from 
the scene, one for further evaluation 


and treatment, the other for serious 
injuries.” 

Check our Facebook page for 
updates on this developing story as 
new details become available. 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 


— RAY HALUCH INC. 
1014 Center St ! Ludlow, MA 1! 583-6508 





LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Statues 
Bronze Plaques 


Benches 


413-589-7564 Office 





Monuments 


Cemetery Signage 


413-589-7588 Fax 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning “ Markers * Vases 
Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-531-5360 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !!!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. Cut, 
split and delivered. 413-575-4243, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 
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LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @ turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


<i> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Federal & All States 





IRS Certifi ed Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 








COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 
wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
full. Call (413)246-4966. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 











588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
“s Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiftchentabletaxes.com 


ifs fell (e)a i eed arelalem mlatclaleitclieeis) aldleets 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 








A CAL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










A B Hauling and 
— Removal Service 


A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


WESTERN MASS INDIVIDUAL- 
IZED HOME CARE To provide wide 
range of medical services. Including 
Hospice Care. Will come to your home 
for necessary medical tasks. (413) 
289-6729 


Quabbin ———_ 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 










| BARRE 
OAKHAM 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY ; 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 





REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWww.newspapers.turley.com 








HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 










BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 











EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.’ We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
*Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
7 


EQUAL HOUSING (a 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1BR, ALL APPLIANC- 
ES. OPEN K/DR/LR, Storage/Laun- 
dry in Basement. 2nd Floor. No Smok- 
ing/Pets. 1st/Last/Security $800.00/ 
Month. Breton Estates (413)283- 
6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Find your 
dream home or 
apartment or 
list your 
property here! 





Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section. 
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We get results! 
Call 1-800-824-6548 
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Base Price 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 $31.50 $32.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


50¢ for each additional word. 


Base Price WILBRAHAM 
$33.00 WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price Base Price uy 
$33.50 $34.00 | aaa 
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, , —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
a 34.50 Pas 535.00 Pa 35.50 836.00 or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price Pe ee Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
padres! Add asecond ZONE $10.00 | fo) al= me) me) 0] am elele)i(er-\tlelat-e 
- . ; biohaete (Tom Kom al=n\'As) oy-| el=)e-mcvlal=\ ere) gal 
Town: State: Zip: Add a third ZONE 5.00 photo-request 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal a 
Credit Card: 4) MasterCard OUVISA JQ Discover 4 Cash 4) Check# Suburban = 
x Number of Weeks oo) 

| z Buying? 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed : 2 
Amount of charge: Date: Selling 2 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





Harrington Healthcare healthcare worker invited to Big Game 


SOUTHBRIDGE - 
thank healthcare heroes who’ve 
been on the front lines of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the New 
England Patriots and the Kraft 
family provided complimentary 
Superbowl tickets to approxi- 
mately 76 vaccinated healthcare 
workers from across the New 
England region. Meaghan Kra- 
jcik, unit coordinator, patient 
care assistant and administra- 
tive assistant to the director of 
the Medical-Surgical and ICU 
units at Harrington Hospital, 


was among them. 
Krajcik has 


worked 
healthcare for ten years, and at 
Harrington Hospital for the last 
eight. As the pandemic stretch- 


To es on, soon to close in on a full 
year since the first cases were 
Massachusetts, 
she said she is grateful for the 
recognition, which the NFL’s 
gesture has given to health- 
care workers as well as to the 


detected in 


COVID-19 vaccine. 


Public notices 


“IT was very grateful to 
be able to receive the vaccine 
in hopes of getting back to a 
somewhat normal life soon and 
I am absolutely honored to be 
given this opportunity,’ Kra- 
jcik said. “Going to the Super- 
bowl is something I’ve wanted 
in to do since I was a kid so for 
this to become a reality for me 
still feels unreal. I’m so grate- 
ful to the Kraft family and the 


February 18, 2021 


choosing me.” 


Harrington administration for | 


“Meaghan goes above and 
beyond for everyone,” said Har- 
rington Healthcare Chief Nurs- 
ing Officer Jess Calcidise. “In 
the beginning of COVID she 
was working 70 to 80 hours a 
week and didn’t take one day 
off. She suited up when she 
needed to, and made herself 
available to take swabs in the 
testing sites whenever she was 
asked; she is a truly great rep- 
resentation of Harrington.” Be- 
ing from Dudley and a native of 
Massachusetts, Krajcik said she 
was an avid Patriots fan. 








Meaghan Krajcik 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


PAGE 11 


HCC spring session III classes start March 29 


HOLYOKE -tThe spring 2021 semester 
officially began at Holyoke Community Col- 
lege Monday, Jan. 25, but prospective stu- 
dents still have an opportunity to start classes 
in March. Spring start III classes begin Mon- 
day, March 29. 
“HCC introduced two ‘Flexible Fall’ 
start dates last semester to accommodate 
students as they adjusted to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic and they were very 
popular,” said Mark Hudgik, HCC’s director 
of admissions. ““We decided to continue this 
spring with flexible start dates for students, 
who may not have been ready on Jan. 25.” 

March 29-start classes run for seven. 
All spring semester courses conclude by 
Wednesday, May 12. 
Students, who enroll for spring session 
II or HI, have the opportunity to take a va- 
riety of different classes in a wide array of 
academic areas and can earn as many as four 
credits per course for a lab science such as 
biology or forensic science. 


These accelerated spring courses are 
being offered in anatomy and physiology, 
anthropology, biology, communication, culi- 
nary arts, Earth science, education, engineer- 
ing, English, English as a Second Language, 


forensic science, history, human services, 


marketing, math, medical assisting, nutrition, 
philosophy, political science, psychology, so- 
cial science and sociology. 

With the exception of culinary arts and 
medical assisting classes, which include 
in-person on-campus components, all spring 
session II and III classes are either fully on- 
line or “blended remote,’ which means they 
include both asynchronous lessons and re- 
al-time virtual instruction. 


A full list of classes for spring session 


III can be viewed at hcc.edu/spring. 

For more information or to apply, people 
may go to hcc.edu/apply, call 413-552-2321, 
send an email to admissions @hcc.edu or go 
to the HCC website (hcec.edu) and click on 


the “Chat Now” box. 





Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
Chapter 40A, M.G.L. s11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing Thursday, 
February 25, 2021 at 7:05 
P.M. REMOTELY, on the 
application of Ronald Florek 
for a Special Permit. The 
owner/applicant wishes to 
receive a Special Permit for 
Earth Removal in accordance 
with Section 6.6 of the Town 
of Monson Zoning Bylaw. 
The location is 149 Stafford 
Rd Monson, MA, Map 101, 
Parcel 2, in the Residential 
Rural district, owned by 
Ronald Florek. A copy of the 
application is on file with the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and 
can be viewed during office 
hours by appointment. 

Join the meeting by log- 
ging in or calling in and 
entering the Meeting ID and 
Password below: 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
3/98804028349 ?pwd=M2J V- 
SURQWVRNNm1xUIpBT- 
FZEZmZnZz09 

Dial: 1 646 558 8656 

Meeting ID: 988 0402 
8349 

Password: 950520 
02/11, 02/18/2021 


The Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
Chapter 40A, M.G.L. s11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing Thursday, 
February 25, 2021 at 7:20 
P.M. REMOTELY, on the 
application of Douglas and 
Keri Delisle for a Special 
Permit. The applicant is 
seeking a Special Permit for 
agricultural development 
in accordance with Section 
6.6 of the Town of Monson 
Zoning Bylaw. The loca- 
tion is 205 Lower Hampden 
Rd Map 77, Parcel 1, in the 
Residential Rural district, 
owned by Douglas and Keri 
Delisle. A copy of the appli- 
cation is on file with the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and 
can be viewed during office 
hours by appointment. 

Join the meeting by log- 
ging in or calling in and 
entering the Meeting ID and 
Password below: 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/98804028349?pwd=M- 
2JVSURQWVRNNmI1x- 
UlpBTFZEZmZnZz09 

Dial: 1 646 558 8656 

Meeting ID: 988 0402 
8349 

Password: 950520 
02/11, 02/18/2021 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div. 
Probate and Family 
Court Dept. 
HD20E0021PP 

To Brack T. Anderson of 
Worcester, in the County of 
Worcester, and to all other 
persons interested. 

A petition has been 
presented to said Court by 
Kathryn King of Ludlow, 
Mary T Grasso of Agawam, 
John Lech of Palmer, all in 
the County of Hampden, 
Matthew Lech of Concord, 
in the County of Middlesex, 
Heather Lech of Spencer, 
in the County of Worcester, 
and Mark Lech of Old 
Town, Maine and Patricia 
Lech-Ross of Sonthofen, 
Germany, representing 
that they hold as tenants in 
common an undivided part 
or share of land lying in 
Thorndike, in the County 
of Hampden, setting forth 
that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at 
private sale or public auc- 
tion for not less than One 
Hundred Fifteen Thousand 
($115,000.00) Dollars, and 


praying that partition may 
be made of all the land 
aforesaid according to law, 
and to that end that a com- 
missioner be appointed to 
make such partition and be 
ordered to make sale and 
conveyance of all, or any 
part of said land which the 
Court finds cannot be advan- 
tageously divided either at 
private sale or public auc- 
tion, and be ordered to 
distribute the net proceeds 
thereof after full adjudica- 
tion of the equitable claims 
contained in said petition 
and supplemental memoran- 
dum filed with the Court. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attor- 
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twenty-third day of 
March, 2021, the return day 
of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court, this 
twelfth day of January, 2021 

Rosemary Saccomani 
Register of Probate & 
Family Court 

02/04, 02/11, 02/18/2021 


TOWN OF PALMER 
INVITATION FOR BIDS 
FY2021 CHEMICALS 
AND SUPPLIES 
PALMER WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
BID#2021-01 

The Town Manager 
will accept sealed bids 
for CHEMICALS and 
SUPPLIES for the Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant for the period of July 
1, 2021- June 30, 2022. 
Specifications can be 
obtained from the Town 
Manager’s Office, Town 
Administration Building, 
4417 Main St. Palmer 
(Thorndike) MA 01069, by 
calling 413-283-2603 or dig- 
itally by emailing rmcnutt@ 
townofpalmer.com 

Bids will be accepted 
until February 25, 2021 
at 2:00PM, at the Town 
Manager’s Office at which 
time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A 5% 
bid bond must be included 
with the Invitation to Bid. 

All bids must be marked 
“FY2022 Chemicals 
and Supplies- Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant”. This is a one year 
contract with the option for 
renewal for two (1) year peri- 
ods at the sole discretion of 
the Town of Palmer. 

The Town Manager 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids in the best 
interest of the Town of 
Palmer. 

Ryan McNutt 
Town Manager 
02/04, 02/11, 02/18/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 49, 
Section 15-C, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March 1, 2021 at 
7:15 pm virtually via Zoom. 

The meeting ID: 763 533 
7119 

Passcode: 440121 

The applicant, Poyant 
Signs, is seeking a Special 
Permit as required by sec- 
tion 171.94B(13) to remove 
existing signage and replace 
with signage of CVS’s new 
branding, which will be larg- 
er in area than permitted in 
this section at the property 
located at 1001 Thorndike 
St, Palmer, MA. This parcel 
is also known as Assessor’s 
Map 58 Lot 60. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected on the 
Planning Department website 
at www.townofpalmer.com/ 


planning or at the Planning 
Department office at Town 
Hall by appointment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotices. 
org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
02/11, 02/18/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Amy B. Forkey and 
Jason A. Forkey to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgag- 
ee, acting solely as a nomi- 
nee for TD Banknorth, N.A., 
dated December 30, 2005 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 15610, Page 335 
(the “Mortgage’”’), as affect- 
ed by a Loan Modification 
dated February 17, 2013, and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 19855, Page 
379, and further affected by 
a Loan Modification dated 
September 4, 2014, and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 20529, Page 
585 of which mortgage 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper is the pres- 
ent holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. to 
Chase Home Finance, LLC 
dated October 8, 2010 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 18501, Page 
387, and Assignment from 
Chase Home Finance, LLC 
to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper dated 
December 17, 2019 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 23018, Page 
312, for breach of conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged premis- 
es located at 7 Circle Drive, 
Monson, MA 01057 will 
be sold at a Public Auction 
at 12:00 PM on March 
11, 2021, at the mortgaged 
premises, more particularly 
described below, all and sin- 
gular the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit: 

A certain parcel of land 
on the northeasterly side of 
Circle Drive, Monson, known 
and designated as Lot 30A on 
a plan entitled “Plan of Lots 
in Monson, Massachusetts, 
for Sherwood L. Young, 
Scale 1” = 80’, December, 
1975, Frank A. Meunier, Jr., 
Somers, Conn.” which plan is 
recorded in Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds, Book of 
Plans 162, Page 121, more 
particularly bounded as fol- 
lows: 

Southwesterly by Circle 
Drive, one hundred eighty-six 
and 02/100 (186.02) feet; 

Northwesterly by Lot 
30, now or formerly of one 
Trombley, two hundred for- 
ty-one and 67/100 (241.67) 
feet; 

Easterly by land now or 
formerly of Russell Reed et 
ux and Allen Midyette et ux, 
two hundred forty and 00/100 
(240.00) feet; 

Southerly by Lot 30B, 
forty-eight and 96/100 
(48.96) feet, all as shown on 
said plan 

Subject to rights, ease- 
ments, and rights of way of 
record, if any. 

Subject to setback line 
and drainage easement as 
shown on plan recorded in 
Book 162, Page 121. 

Subject to easement in 
streets to Town of Monson 
dated April 8, 1974 and 


recorded as aforesaid in Book 
3999, Pages 170 and 171. 

Subject to an ease- 
ment to the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph and 
to Massachusetts Electric 
Company dated June 17, 
1975 and recorded as afore- 
said in Book 4171, Page 161. 

Subject to rights in street 
by Town of Monson dated 
May 20, 1976 and recorded 
as aforesaid in Book 4269, 
Page 86. 

May be subject to rights 
of way and spring rights 
referred to in deed dated May 
28, 1945 if in force and appli- 
cable. Said deed references 
a right of way to Central 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the Mortgagors 
herein by deed of Darlene 
A. Cote dated December 30, 
2005 and recorded as afore- 
said herewith simultaneously. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 15610, Page 
eee 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub- 
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of par- 
ties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the sale 
in order to qualify as a bid- 
der (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt 
from this requirement); 
high bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale upon 
acceptance of bid; balance 
of purchase price payable by 
certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mortgagee’s 
attorney, Korde & Associates, 
P.C., 900 Chelmsford Street, 
Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 
01851 or such other time as 
may be designated by mort- 
gagee. The description for 
the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper 

Korde & Associates, P.C. 

900 Chelmsford Street 

Suite 3102 

Lowell, MA 01851 

(978) 256-1500 

Forkey, Amy B., 19-036148 
02/11, 02/18, 02/25/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March Ist 2021, 
at 7:00 PM in the Town 
Administration Building, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA. 

The applicant, JT Brown 
Nominee Trust, 530 Valley 
Road, Barre, MA 01005 is 
seeking a Special Permit as 
required by section 171.73 
of the Palmer Zoning 
Ordinance to remove earth 
materials from the proper- 
ty located off Ware Road, 
Route 32, Depot Village, 
also known as Assessor’s 
Map 37 Lot(s) 15 & 16. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in the Town Administration 
Building by appointment 
only. 


Anyone interested in 
more information or wish- 
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 283- 
2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
02/11, 02/18/2021 


STATE OF 
CONNECTICUT 
Superior Court/Juvenile 
Matters 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

NOTICE TO: Robert 
McClintock, father of 
female child born on 
9/12/2003 to Barbara T. in 
the state of Connecticut., 
where said child were born 

of parts unknown 
A petition/motion has 
been filed seeking: 

Commitment of minor 
child(ren) of the above 
named or vesting of custody 
and care of said child(ren) of 
the above named in a lawful, 
private or public agency or a 
suitable and worthy person, 

The petition, where- 
by the court’s decision 
can affect your parental 
rights, if any, regarding 
minor child will be heard 
on 3/11/2021 at 10:00 
a.m. at: Superior Court 
for Juvenile Matters, 239 
Whalley Ave., New Haven, 
CT 03511 

Therefore, ORDERED, 
that notice of the hearing 
of this petition be given by 
publishing this Order of 
Notice once, immediately 
upon receipt, in the: Palmer 
Journal Register a news- 
paper having a circulation 
in the town/city of: Palmer, 
MA 

Hon. Shelly Marcus., 
Judge, Takyara Brooks, 
Clerk 2/11/2021 

Right to Counsel: Upon 
proof of inability to pay 
for a lawyer, the court will 
make sure that an attorney is 
provided to you by the Chief 
Public Defender. Request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately in per- 
son, by mail, or by fax at 
the court office where your 
hearing is to be held. 
02/18/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Monson, MA 
Request for Proposals 

(RFP) 
Architectural & 
Engineering Services 
for the Additions and 
Renovation of Monson 
Fire Department Facility 

The Town of Monson 
seeks Requests for Proposals 
(RFP) for Architectural and 
Engineering design services 
for the design of additions 
and renovations including all 
associated building systems 
for the Monson Fire Station 
at 200 Main St., Monson, 
MA. Included in the scope of 
the project will be schemat- 
ic designs with floor plans, 
elevations and perspective 
drawings, site plan and proj- 
ect cost estimates. The fee is 
not to exceed $40,000.00 for 
these design services. The 
selected designer must be 
able to complete the project 
no later than June 30, 2021. 
The Town reserves the right 
to retain the designer selected 
for this phase of the project 
into the construction phase. 

The RFP can be obtained 
on or after February 18, 
2021, electronically by con- 
tacting Fire Chief Brian 
Harris at bharris@mon- 
son-ma.gov. 

A mandatory bidders’ 
conference will be held on 
March 4, 2021 at 10:00 


A.M. at the Monson Fire 
Station, 200 Main St., 
Monson, MA. 

The proposals will be 
due no later than March 
18, 2021 at 2:00 P.M. and 
will be opened by the Fire 
Department Building 
Committee. The Committee 
will forward a recommenda- 
tion to the Monson Board of 
Selectmen who shall award 
the contract. The Town 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all proposals, to waive 
informalities or to advertise 
for new proposals as deemed 
in the best interest of the 
Town. 

Brian Harris, Fire Chief 
02/18/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0223EA 
Estate of: Cheryl L Perkins 
Date of Death: 09/04/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
has been filed by Ronald 
Perkins of Springfield, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Ronald Perkins of 
Springfield, MA be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin- 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
03/10/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 10, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/18/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 49, 
Section 15-C, M.G.L. the 


Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March 1, 2021 at 
7:45 pm virtually via Zoom. 

The meeting ID: 763 533 
7119 

Passcode: 440121 

The applicants, Gerald 
and Theresa Renaud, are 
seeking a Special Permit as 
required by general code sec- 
tion 141-1 to work within the 
right-of-way of a designated 
scenic road, namely Rondeau 
Street, and approval of a curb 
cut permit to enter the prop- 
erty located at 159 Rondeau 
Street, Thorndike, MA. 
This parcel is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 37 Lot 24. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected on the 
Planning Department website 
at www.townofpalmer.com/ 
planning or at the Planning 
Department office at Town 
Hall by appointment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
eS.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
02/11, 02/18/2021 


TOWN OF PALMER 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL 
SLUDGE REMOVAL 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
Bid #2021-02 

The Town Manager will 
accept sealed proposals for 
Sludge removal at the Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. Specifications may 
be obtained at the by call- 
ing 413-283-2603 or email 
rmcnutt @townofpalmer.com 

Proposals will be accept- 
ed until February 25, 
2021 at 2:00 PM. All pro- 
posals must be marked 
“Sludge Removal—- Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant” and must include sep- 
arate “price” and “non-price”’ 
proposals. A 5% bid bond 
must accompany the propos- 
als. 

The Town Manager 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids in the best 
interest of the Town of 
Palmer. 


Ryan McNutt 
Town Manager 
Town of Palmer 
02/04, 02/11, 02/18/2021 
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APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT 
Docket No 21 SM 000183 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

TO: Michael J. 
Martowski, David 
Martowski, Sherri 
Martowski, Brenda 
Martowski Corbin, Angelina 
P. Stafford, Esq., as Special 
Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Joseph 
Martowski 

and to all persons enti- 
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq): 

Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee of 
the Home Equity Mortgage 
Loan Asset-Backed Trust 
Series INABS 2006-C, 
Home Equity Mortgage Loan 
Asset-Backed Certificates 
Series INABS 2006-C under 
Pooling and Servicing agree- 
ment dated June 1, 2006 

claiming to have an inter- 
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Bondsville 
(Palmer), numbered 3030 
Main Street, given by Joseph 
Martowski to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgag- 
ee, acting solely as a nom- 
inee for IndyMac Bank, 
F.S.B.. dated April 6, 2006, 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 15819, Page 239, 
as affected by a Foreclosure 
Deed dated June 8, 2009, and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 17928, Page 
53, and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/ 
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recent- 
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene- 
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop- 
erty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
4/5/2021 or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER Chief Justice of this 
Court on 2/16/2021 

Attest: 

Deborah J. Patterson, 
Recorder 
02/18/2021 
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KEEP | from page 1 


tant his desires were granted by the 
Select men ye day above.” 


From Reflections of Long- 
meadow: 

“In 1645 twenty-five plots of 
land were created in the low land of 
Long-meadow, and John Keep was 
one of two to first build homes there 
when a new road was built in 1647. 
However early maps of Longmead- 
ow do not list John or his house 
during that period and efforts to re- 
solve this date with Town records of 
1660 have not been successful.” 

On March 13, 1660, John 
Keep purchased five acres of mead- 
ow adjacent to Freshwater Brook 
near what is now Enfield, Connecti- 
cut. More acreage was added to 
the Keep homestead in the ensuing 
years in the Longmeadow section 
of Springfield. John Keep at various 
times served as Selectman, Hay- 
ward, and Fence Viewer. 

In May of 1660, William Gof- 
fe and Edward Whalley, two of the 
judges who sentenced King Charles 
to beheading, were onboard the 
Prudent Mary bound for Massa- 
chusetts under the assumed names 
of Shepardson and Richarson. They 
left England a few days before the 
coronation of King Charles II, be- 
lieving that the new king would not 
look kindly on their actions in re- 
gards to the previous monarch. 

Goffe and Whalley were hid- 
den from agents of the king at vari- 
ous locations in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut. According to a Keep 
family tradition, John Keep is reput- 
ed to have aided Goffe and Whalley 
while they were in the Springfield 
area. 


Keep Family massacre 


During King Philip’s’ War, 
Springfield was attacked on Oct. 5, 
1675. While the entire militia was 
protecting Hadley, a combined force 
of 270 Agawams and Pocumtucks 
razed Springfield. Six residents 
were killed. Of the 50 dwellings in 
Springfield, 33 homes were burned 
to the ground. Also, 25 barns and a 
grist mill were lost, along with live- 
stock and food supplies. No homes 
in West Springfield or Long-Mead- 
ow were damaged during the attack. 

For many months after the raid 
on Springfield, small roving bands 
of native people were making “hit 
and run” attacks on isolated groups 
of settlers. For example, just three 
weeks later on Oct. 27, three young 
men from Springfield were killed 
by indigenous people while search- 
ing John Pynchon’s land in West- 
field for iron ore. 

Morale of the settlers was ex- 
tremely low. No settlers were al- 
lowed to leave the colony without 
written permission from authorities. 
The widespread destruction, clean 
up, and rebuilding sapped their re- 
sources and resolve. No church ser- 
vices were scheduled for months, 
due in part to the ever-present threat 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agengy, Inc.— 
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of another attack. Finally, with a 
cautious outlook, Sunday service 
was announced for March 26, 1676. 


The family grows 


John Keep’s wife Sarah had 
given birth to a baby boy, Jabez, on 
Dec. 11, 1675. They were looking 
forward to his baptism at the first 
service in the many months since 
the attack by native people. On the 
morming of March 26, 1676 the 
three older Keep children (Sarah, 
Hannah, and Samuel) were ail- 
ing and stayed home from church 
service. Other families from the 
Long-Meadow area were also at- 
tending church, so a mounted mi- 
litia troop of 18 men, under the 
command of Captain John Whipple, 
were to escort the families to the 
Springfield church. Most families 
were on horseback with women and 
children riding on pillions. 

One oral tradition claims a 
horse-drawn cart with a man, a 
woman and a child was at the end 
of the column. Sarah Keep was rid- 
ing a pillion behind her husband 
while clutching baby Jabez. The 
column must have stretched for a 
good distance over the narrow road. 
The large group had to cross two 
streams with wooden bridges at the 
Pecousic Brook and Mill River. 


A dangerous spot 


The Pecousic Brook bridge 
was the most dangerous spot on the 
route as it had the Connecticut Riv- 
er to the west, and a narrow space 
with a high embankment to the east. 
There was a dwelling owned by 
Benjamin Cooley close to the river 
before you got to the brook cross- 
ing, but that would be little protec- 
tion in a surprise attack. I find it odd 
that, given the potential threat of at- 
tacks, no rear guard was assigned to 
the column. 

The last two families in the 
column were the Keeps, and an un- 
named man, his wife and child rid- 
ing in a horse-drawn cart (the names 
of the other family were never re- 
corded and are now apparently lost 
to history). As these last six people 
approached the bridge, seven indig- 
enous people attacked from cover, 
killing John Keep and the other fa- 
ther. Hearing gunshots and fearing a 
massive attack, the entire mounted 
militia and the churchgoers bolted 
for Springfield to drop off the wom- 
en and children before returning to 
the attack site. 

Meanwhile, the indigenous 
people captured the two women 
and two children and disappeared in 
the direction of the deserted stock- 
ade, known to the native people as 
“Quannawatchoog.” I believe the 
marauders and their captives went 
uphill and travelled east along the 
Bay Path. When the militia arrived 
back at the site of the ambush, they 
found only the two dead men and 
returned with the bodies to Spring- 
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A depiction of the Keep Homestead in winter drawn by historian Patrick 


Duquette. 


previously abandoned Simsbury, 
Conn., was burned and _ looted, 
Marlborough was attacked, and in 
Central Falls, R.I., Captain Pierce 
with 63 men, and Captain Amos 
with 20 native men from Cape Cod 
were annihilated in a battle by a 
large force of Indians at the Black- 
stone River. News travelled slowly, 
so the Governor’s Council wouldn’t 
know the extent of the numerous 
and widespread attacks across the 
region. 


Major Thomas Savage’s report 
to the Governor’s Council: 

“On the 26th we had advice 
from Springfield that 8 Indians as- 
saulted 16 to 18 men besides wom- 
en and children as they were going 
to a meeting from a public place 
they call longe meadow, and killed 
a man and a maid, wounded 2 men 
and carried away captive 2 women 
and 2 children. In the night I sent 
16 horse in pursuit of them, who 
met with some that were sent from 
Springfield, and overtook the Indi- 
ans with the captives, who as soon 
as they saw the English, killed the 
two children and sorely wounded 
the women in the heads with their 
hatchets and so ran away into the 
swamp where they could not follow 
them. The scouts brought back both 
the women and children. One of the 
women remained still senseless by 
reason of her wounds and the other 
is very sensible and rational.” 


A slightly different account, 
also attributed to Major Savage, 
claims that after not finding the at- 
tackers before nightfall, the next day 
Major Savage, on advice from John 
Pynchon as to where they might be, 
sent out 18 mounted militia along 
with mounted scouts from Spring- 
field to find the hostiles. With no de- 
scription of how long or where the 
troopers searched, the report claims 
they came upon the native men and 
their captives near a swamp at the 
edge of a forest (conjecture on my 
part: A likely spot would be the 
swampy area between Loon Pond 
and Five-Mile Pond near the Bay 
Path close to Indian Orchard. An- 
other historian claims the Indians 
fled north to Hadley). 

When the hostile indigenous 
men spotted the troopers, they im- 
mediately killed the chil- 
dren and then hatcheted 
each woman in the head 
before disappearing into 
the forest. The mounted 
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field where the Nashaway Captives 
were, and told them there was 3,000 
Indians at Deerfield and they did not 
want for gunpowder.” 

This last remark (in italics) was 
not in included in some reports as 
it was considered dubious or mis- 
leading by the Governor’s Council. 
(The Nashaway Captives refer to 
Mary Rowlandson and others taken 
at Lancaster Massachusetts on Feb. 
10,1676.) 

Nipmuck oral tradition tells of 
a Mohawk warrior that was with the 
group that killed the Keep family. 
This gravely goes against the neu- 
trality treaty the Mohawks were 
under at the time. Also from a Nip- 
muck oral history, a warrior named 
Many Winters Bear tells of a French 
trader selling gunpowder to the na- 
tive people in the Connecticut Val- 
ley at that time. 

Major Savage received a blis- 
tering response from the Governor’s 
Council concerning Captain John 
Whipple’s command of the militia: 
“Touching that Rebuke of God upon 
Capt Whiple an ye poor people at 
Springfield it is a matter of great 
shame and humbling to us.” 

In the same letter dated April 
1, 1676, concerning the wounded 
woman’s remarks: “The inteligence 
by the woonded woman of what ye 
enimy said to her; wee have reason 
to aprehend much of it is false & ye 
they have not such numbers at Dear- 
efield neither are ther Narragansetts 
or Nipmucks there; or Reasons are 
because at this pr’sent time & be- 
fore yor letter were dated a great 
boddy of Indians and wee conceive 
they are Narragansetts have done 
great mischief at Secuncke and 
Providence near Secuncke upon last 
Lorday Capt Pierce with about 100 
English & indians Ingaged with a 
great body of them about 5 miles 
from Secuncke neare Mr Black- 
ston.” 


A popular poem surfaced at this 
time concerning the Keep massacre: 

“Seven Indians, and one with 
no gun, Caused Captain Nixon and 
forty men to run.” 


Because of this rhyme, some 
early histories mistakenly claim 
“Captain Nixon” was commanding 
the colony troopers, but George 
Madison Bodge’s massive book, 
“Soldiers of King Philip’s War,’ 
has no record found for a Captain 
Nixon. On page 283, Bodge himself 
writes: “7 am inclinded to think that 
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ing, Patrick Duquette). 


by the Council, Capt. Whipple, as 
commander of the troop, and per- 
haps at the time with them, was held 
responsible for the disaster. I know 
nothing of Capt. “Nixon.” 
Considering Bodge’s quote, I 
believe it 1s very possible “Captain 
Nixon” was a euphemism for an ab- 
sent or embarrassed commander. 


Mass Archives Volume 68, 
Page 203 An order dated April 10, 
1676: 


“Order to council to Gener- 
al Denison to inspect the army re- 
turned under Major Savage, and 
discharging those unfit for service 
to dispose of the rest as he shall 
judge best.” 


Final Notes 


e Sarah, Hannah and Samuel 
Keep were taken by their aunt, the 
Widow Leonard. Later they were 
living with an uncle from the Bliss 
family. 

e Included in John Keep’s de- 
tailed list of probated estate proper- 
ty: “One saddle pillion.” 

e Rev. John Keep Nutting, now 
of Sioux Rapids, Iowa, claims that 
the saddle pillion upon which John 
and Sarah rode that fateful day was 
preserved until 1846-47 when it was 
destroyed during a fire at the Nut- 
ting Homestead in Groton, Mass. 

e Though extremely unlikely, 
Keep family oral history suggests 
that John Keep was not killed by 
native people, but by agents of the 
King disguised as native people. 
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A vintage photo of Pecowsic Brook (there are many variations on the spell- 


Another oral history that survived 
family tradition is that native people 
were paid by agents of the King to 
assassinate John Keep for assisting 
Goffe and Whalley. 

e John, Sarah, and Jabez Keep 
were buried in Springfield in 1676, 
but due to urban development and 
the passage of time, the markers for 
their graves no longer exist. 

e In 1895, Harry Andrew 
Wright excavated the Fort Hill 
stockade and found 13 burial sites 
a little south of the stockade. Two 
other excavations were performed 
by Young and Pretola in the 20th 
century. It was determined that two 
large structures, and 10 average size 
structures were enclosed within the 
stockade. The exact dimensions of 
the stockade were not able to be de- 
termined. The ancient native stock- 
ade at Fort Hill should not be con- 
fused with the nearby “King Philip 
Stockade” that is adjacent to the 
Forest Park area. 


Patrick Duquette would like to 
thank Edward Lodi of Rock Village 
Publishing, Emmaladd Shepherd 
and Carol Strum of the Keep Family 
Museum, video historian John Kel- 
ley, and Mary Skinner Hahn, and 
the library staffs at Indian Orchard, 
Ludlow, Palmer, Monson, and Wil- 
braham for their valued assistance 
and input on this article. 
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Patrick Duquette is a local his- 
torian who grew up in Indian Or- 
chard and now resides in Monson. 
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Brian 413-222-0534 for tickets 
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